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Dems make opening 
offer, with no money for 
Trump’s wall 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem- 
ocrats in the House offered 
a border security plan on 
Wednesday that would not 
provide a pennyforDona Id 
Trump's border wall, ignor¬ 
ing — for now — an early- 
moming warning from the 
president that they'd be 
"wasting their time" if they 
don't come up with wall 
money. 

Ihe Democratic offer is just 
a starting point in House- 
Senate talks on border se¬ 
curity funding that kicked 


off in a basement room in 
the Capitol. A top Demo¬ 
crat acknowledged that 
"everything is on the table," 
including the border barri¬ 
ers demanded by Trump. 
Lawmakers on both sides 
flashed signs of flexibility, 
eager to demonstrate will¬ 
ingness to compromise 
in hopes of resolving the 
standoff with Trump that 
sparked the just-ended 35- 
day partial government 
shutdown. 

Continued on Rage 4 



Rom left; Rep. Chuck Heischmann, R-Tenn., Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif., Sen. Jon tester, D-Morrt, 
tear, Sen. trick Leahy, D-Vt, tanking member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, and 
Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., chairman ofthe Senate Appropriations Committee, greet each other 
as the bipartisan group of House and Senate baigaineis finished their fiist meeting to craft a bor¬ 
der security compromise in hope of avoiding another government shutdown, at the Capitol in 
Washington, Wednesday, J an. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Foxconn factory jobs touted by Trump will notcome to pass 



In this J une 28, 2018, file photo. President Donald Tnimp, center, along with Wisconsin Gov. Scott 
VUhlker, left; and Foxconn Chairman Teny Gou participate in a groundbreaking eventforthe new 
Foxconn facility in Mt Pleasant; Wis. 

Associated Press 


By SCOTT BAUER 
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 

Electronics giant Foxconn 
reversed course and an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
the huge Wisconsin plant 
that wassupposed to bring 
a bounty of blue-collarfac- 
tory jobs back to the Mid¬ 
west — and was lured with 
billions in tax incentives 
— will instead be primarily 
a research and develop¬ 
ment center staffed by sci¬ 
entists and engineers. 

"fhe move was decried in 
some quarters as a case 
of bait-and-switch by the 
Taiwan-based company, 
which originally planned 
to build high-tech liquid 
crystal display screens in a 
project President Donald 
Trump had proudly pointed 
to asa sign of a resurgence 
in American manufactur¬ 
ing. 

In a statement, Foxconn 
said it remains commit¬ 
ted to Wisconsin and the 
creation of 13,000 jobs as 
promised. But because 
the global market environ¬ 
ment that existed when the 
$10 billion project was an¬ 
nounced in 2017 has shift¬ 
ed, 'this has necessitated 
the adjustment of plans for 
all projects." 

'This news is devastating for 
the taxpayers of Wiscon¬ 
sin," said Wisconsin Assem¬ 
bly Minority LeaderGondon 
Hintz, a Democrat. 'We 
were promised manufac¬ 
turing jobs. We were prom¬ 
ised state-of-the-art LCD 
production. ... And now, it 
appears Foxconn is living 
up to their failed track re¬ 
cord in the U.S. — leaving 
another state and commu¬ 
nity high and dry." 
Economic development 


officials and other support¬ 
ers of the project urged 
patience, saying Foxconn 
still plans to invest what it 
promised. The White House 
had no immediate com¬ 
ment. 

Foxconn, a major supplier 
to Apple, is the world's larg- 
estcontract makerof elec¬ 
tronics 

Louis Woo, special assis¬ 
tant to Foxconn'sCEO, was 
quoted as telling Reuters 
that it is scaling back and 
possibly shelving plans to 
build display screens in Wis¬ 
consin because "we can't 
compete." 

Woo said that instead of a 
factory, Foxconn wants to 
create a 'technology hub," 
with about three-quarters 
of the jobs in research and 
development and design. 
Those jobs typically go to 
college graduates. The 
plant is under construction 


and scheduled to open in 
2020 . 

Marc Levine, senior fellow 
and founding director of 
the University of Wiscon- 
sin-Milwaukee's Center of 
Economic Development, 
called it "one enormous 
bait-and-switch." And he 
scoffed at the idea that 
Foxconn, known for manu¬ 
facturing, could transform 
into a research and devel¬ 
opment gia nt. 

'That's simply not what Fox¬ 
conn is," Levine said in an 
email. 'So the notion that 
there will be 13,000 re¬ 
search jobs at Foxconn is 
highly, highly unlikely." 

The company initially billed 
the massive 20 million- 
square-foot (1.86 million- 
square-meter) Wisconsin 
complex as its first North 
American manufacturing 
site for the next genera¬ 
tion of display panels to be 


used in a wide variety of 
products, including large- 
screen TVs, self-driving cars, 
notebooks and other moni¬ 
tors. 

Wisconsin state and local 
governments promised 
roughly $4 billion to Fox¬ 
conn, the richest incentive 
package in state history 
and the biggest pledged 
by a state to a foreign 
corporation in U.S. history. 
Foxconn wasrequired to in¬ 
vest $10 billion and create 
13,000 jobs to get the full 
incentives. 

It had already fallen short 
lastyear, hiring 178full-time 
employees rather than the 
260 targeted, and failed 
to earn a state tax credit 
worth up to $9.5 million. 
Former Gov. Scott Walker, 
the Republican who bro¬ 
kered the deal, empha¬ 
sized in a tweet Wednes¬ 
day that Foxconn earns 


tax credits only for actual 
investment and job cre¬ 
ation. "No job^investment? 
No credits Period," Walker 
tweeted. 

Republican legislative 
leaders who pushed the 
project blamed new Dem¬ 
ocratic Gov. Tony Evers for 
Foxconn'schange in plans 
They said he had created 
an air of economic uncer¬ 
tainty by supporting elimi¬ 
nation of a manufacturing 
taxcredit program. 

Evers was critical of Fox¬ 
conn in the campaign 
against Walker but did not 
pledge to undo the deal. 
His top aide Joel Brennan 
said thatthe administration 
was surprised by the news 
from Foxconn. He did not 
address the accusations 
Everswasto blame. 
Democratic critics said the 
incentives promised to Fox¬ 
conn were too rich, and 
they questioned whether 
the company would ever 
fulfill its promises 
The president of Wisconsin's 
Technology Council, Tom 
Still, said he is not surprised 
Foxconn wants to change 
course since televisions are 
becoming less expensive 
and iPhone sales are de¬ 
clining. 

Still, whose group nurtures 
technology in Wisconsin, 
said Foxconn can succeed 
if the plant becomes more 
research-oriented be¬ 
cause its areas of interest 
match up with Wisconsin's 
strengths, such as robotics, 
medical imaging and in¬ 
dustrial imaging. 

Last summer, Trump high¬ 
lighted his economic poli¬ 
cies at a groundbreak¬ 
ing eventforthe Foxconn 
complex.O 
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Trump disputes 
Intel c hiefe on 
N. Korea, Iran 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump lashed 
outat hisintelligence chiefs 
on Wednesday after they 
told Congress that North 
Korea is unlikely to disman¬ 
tle its nuclear arsenal and 
thatthe Iran nucleardeal is 
working. 

"Perhaps Intelligence 

should go back to school!" 
Trump tweeted. 

Democratic lawmakers 

serving on Congress' intel¬ 
ligence committees ac¬ 
cused Trump of undermin¬ 
ing U.S. intelligence profes¬ 
sionals 

At a hearing Tuesday, Di¬ 
rector of National Intelli¬ 
gence Dan Coats said in¬ 
telligence information does 
not support the idea that 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un will eliminate his 
nuclearweapons 
Trump insisted Wednesday 
on Twitterthatthe U.S. rela¬ 
tionship with North Korea "is 
the best it has ever been." 
He pointed to a halt in nu¬ 
clear and missile tests by 
North Korea, the return of 
some U.S. service members' 
remains and the release 
of detained Americans as 
signs of progress. 

Kim committed to denucle¬ 
arization after meeting with 
Trump last year. A second 
Trump-Kirn meeting is ex¬ 
pected in February. 

"The U.S. intelligence agen¬ 
cies also said Iran contin¬ 
ues to work with other par¬ 


ties to the nuclear deal it 
reached with the U.S. and 
other world powers In do¬ 
ing so, they said, it has at 
least temporarily lessened 
the nuclearthreat. 

In May 2018, Trump with¬ 
drew the U.S. from that 
accord, which he called 
a terrible deal that would 
not stop Iran from going 
nuclear. 

'The Intelligence people 
seem to be extremely pas 
sive and naive when it 
comes to the dangers of 
Iran,"Trump tweeted. 'They 
are wrong!" 

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., 
chairman of the House 
intelligence committee, 
credited the agencies with 
providing "rigorous and re¬ 
alistic analyses" of threats 
facing the nation. "It's 
deeply dangerous that the 
White House isn't listening," 
Schiff tweeted. 

Mark Warner of Virginia, 
the seniorDemocraton the 
Senate's intelligence panel, 
also expressed displeasure 
with Trump's comments 
'The President has a dan¬ 
gerous habit of undermin¬ 
ing the intelligence com¬ 
munity to fit his alternate 
reality," Warner tweeted. 
"People risk their lives for 
the intelligence he just toss- 
esaside on Twitter." 

Trump receives regular in¬ 
telligence briefings and 
another was scheduled for 
Wednesday.Q 



Rom left FBI Director C hristopher V\Aay, CIA Director Gina Haspel and Director of National Intel¬ 
ligence Daniel Coals anive to testify before the Senate Intelligence Committee on Capitol hill in 
Washington Tuesday, J an. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md., speaks at an event to advocate for the Raycheck 
Fairness Acton the 10th anniversary of President Barack Obama signing the Lilly Ledbetterfeirftey 
Act; atthe Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, J an. 30, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


OPENING OFFER 
Continued from Front 

The high-stakes talks are 
taking place against the 
backdrop of another possi¬ 
ble shutdown in mid-Febru¬ 
ary — an outcome Trump's 
GOPalliesin the Senate are 
especially eager to avoid. 
But while Trump's rhetoric 
has cooled, he's proven to 
be an unpredictable force 
in the shutdown debate, 
often veering back to his 
original demands for the 
wall. Lawmakers negotiat¬ 
ing the bill are well aware 
that he could move to 
quash an agreement at 
any time, plunging them 
back into crisis. 

Still, Trump's request for $5.7 
billion to build about 234 
miles of barriers along the 
U.S. borderwith Mexico fac¬ 
es uphill odds. Even Trump's 
GOP allies acknowledge 
he may only get a fraction 
of it. The Democratic plan 
includes new money for 
customs agents, scanners, 
aircraftand boatsto police 
the border, and to provide 
humanitarian assistance 
for migrants "Democrats 
are once again supporting 
strong border security as 
an essential component of 
homeland security. Border 
security, however, is more 
than physical barriers; and 
homeland security is more 
than border security," said 
Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, 
D-Calif. 

Senators revisited a biparti¬ 
san $1.6 billion proposal for 
65 miles of fencing in the 
Rio Grande Valley in Texas 
that passed a key commit¬ 
tee last year. The panel of 
old-school lawmakers from 


the powerful appropria¬ 
tions committees has am¬ 
ple expertise on homeland 
security issues, as many 
of them helped finance 
fence built over the years 
that stretches across much 
of the 1,954-mile border. 
"Because of the work we 
did years ago we've al¬ 
ready built almost 700 miles 
of fencing on our nation's 
border," said Rep. David 
Price, D-N.C. "Whatever 
the president may say it is 
far from an open border. 
Meanwhile, the number of 
undocumented immigrants 
crossing our border or at¬ 
tempting to cross remain 
not at alarming highs but 
at historic lows." 

Republican allies of the 
president said there will 
have to be some money 


to meet Trump's demands. 
But they also predict pri¬ 
vately that the White House 
iseagerto grab an agree¬ 
ment and declare victory 
— even if winning only a 
fraction of Trump's request. 
'The componentsof border 
security are people, tech¬ 
nology and a barrier. And 
everybody hasvoted forall 
three," said Sen. John Ho- 
even, R-N.D. 'To get to an 
agreement we've got to 
have all three in there." 

But as talks on the home¬ 
land security budget open, 
Trump and Republicansare 
in a weakened position just 
17 days before the govern¬ 
ment runs out of money 
again withouta deal. Dem- 
ocratswon backthe House 
in a midterm rout and pre¬ 
vailed over Trump in the 


shutdown battle. 

'Smart border security is 
not overly reliant on physi¬ 
cal barriers," House Appro¬ 
priations Committee Chair¬ 
woman Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., 
said as the session began. 
She said the Trump admin¬ 
istration has failed to dem¬ 
onstrate that physical barri¬ 
ers are cost effective com¬ 
pared with better technol- 
ogyand more personnel. 
The comments at once 
served notice that Demo¬ 
crats weren't ruling out 
financing physical struc¬ 
tures, but would do so only 
on a limited basis. 

Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., 
who chairs the Senate Ap¬ 
propriations Committee, 
said that while Republicans 
favor improved border se¬ 
curity technology, 'Smart 


technology alone does not 
actually stop anyone from 
crossing into the U.S. illegal¬ 
ly." Shelby said physical bar¬ 
riers are needed "not from 
coast to coast, but strate¬ 
gically placed where traf¬ 
fic is highest."That echoed 
recent remarks by Trump 
as he's retreated from his 
more strident comments 
from the 2016 presidential 
campaign. 

The president surrendered 
last Friday and agreed to 
reopen government for 
three weeks so negotiators 
can seek a border security 
deal, but with no commit¬ 
ments for wall funds. If ne¬ 
gotiations on the 17-me (Ti¬ 
ber panel falter, one op¬ 
tion would be to enact 
a nothertempora ry govern¬ 
ment funding measure to 
replace the current one, 
which expires Feb. 15. 
Trump tweeted Wednes¬ 
day morning, hours before 
the negotiators were to sit 
down fortheirfirst meeting, 
that the group of Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats is 
'Wasting their time!" if they 
aren't "discussing or con¬ 
templating a Wall or Physi¬ 
cal Barrier." 

Prospects for broadening 
the scope of the talks to 
include broader immigra¬ 
tion issues such as provid¬ 
ing protection against de¬ 
portation to "Dreamer" im¬ 
migrants brought illegally 
to the country as children 

— or even must-do legisla¬ 
tion to increase the gov¬ 
ernment's borrowing cap 

— appeared to be fading. 
"It's just a matter of border 
security at this moment," 
Democrat Lowey said.□ 
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J udge: PG&E put profits over wildfire safety 


By SUDHIN THANAWALA 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

U.S. judge berated Pa¬ 
cific Gas& Electric Co. on 
Wednesday, accusing the 
nation's largest utility of 
enriching shareholders in¬ 
stead of clearing trees that 
can fall on its power lines 
and start fires and making 
"excuses" to avoid turning 
off electricity when fire risk 
is high. 

J udge William Alsup in San 
Francisco did not immedi¬ 
ately order PG&E to take 
any of the dramatic mea¬ 
sures he has proposed to 
try to stop more wildfires. 
But he warned that he was 
not ruling out at least some 
new requirements on the 
company if it did notcome 
up with a plan to "solve"the 
problem of catastrophic 
wildfires in California. 

'To my mind, there's a very 
clear-cut pattern here: that 
PG&E is starting these fires," 
Alsup said. 'What do we 
do? Doesthe judge just turn 
a blind eye and say, 'PG&E 
continue your business as 
usual. Kill more people by 
starting more fires.'" 

Alsup is overseeing a crimi¬ 
nal conviction against 
PG&E on pipeline safety 
charges stemming from a 
2010 gas line explosion in 
the San Francisco Bay Area 
that killed eight people and 
destroyed 38 homes 
He proposed earlier this 
month as part of PG&E's 
probation that it remove 
or trim all trees that could 
fall onto its power lines in 
high-wind conditions and 
shutoff power when fire isa 
risk regard less of the incon¬ 
venience to customers or 
loss of profit. Alsup said his 
goal was to prevent PG&E 
equipment from causing 
any wildfires during the 
2019fire season. 

PG&E shot back in a court 
filing last week that the 
judge's proposals would 
endanger lives and could 
costasmuch as$150 billion 
to implement. 

Kevin Orsini, an attorney for 
the company, said PG&E 
shared the judge's con¬ 
cerns about wildfire and 
was working to reduce risk. 
But there weren't enough 
qualified tree trimmers, and 


shutting off power would 
have "repercussions that 
affect the community," he 
said. 

Power cutoffs impact first 
responders, critical medi¬ 
cal care and phone ser¬ 
vice and are potentially fa¬ 
tal, the utility said initscourt 
filing. 

"PG&E is facing a funda¬ 
mental problem. The state 
is facing a fundamental 
problem,"Orsini said. 
Attorneys for wildfire vic¬ 
tims, California regulators 
and the U.S. Department 
of Justice also spoke at 
Wed nesda y's hea ring. 

Alsup was also critical of 
the California Public Utilities 
Commission, accusing it of 
working slowly and using 
former PG&E employees. 
The judge later apologized 
forthose comments but still 
questioned how so many 
fires broke out under the 
CPUC'swatch. 

An attorney with the CPUC, 
Christine Hammond, said 
she couldn't comment on 
fires that were still under 
investigation. But she said 
wildfires in California were 
an incredible challenge 
that involved factors such 
asclimate change. 

The utility's return to a U.S. 
courtroom came a day af¬ 
ter it declared bankruptcy 
in the fa c e of b illio ns of d o I- 
larsin potential liability from 
wildfires in California in 2017 
and 2018. 

Alsup only briefly men¬ 
tioned the bankruptcy 
case during Wednesday's 
hearing. Filing for bank¬ 
ruptcy generally does not 
put criminal proceedings 
on hold, so PG&E'sChapter 
11 reorganization may not 
allow it to avoid any orders 
issued by Alsup. 

The judge found separately 
that PG&E violated its pro¬ 
bation for failing to notify 
probation officials that a 
prosecutor's office had 
opened a full investiga¬ 
tion into the utility's role in 
a 2017 California wildfire. 
Alsup said he would set a 
sentencing date later. 

Kate Dyer, another at¬ 
torney for PG&E, said the 
company had communi¬ 
cated with probation of¬ 
ficials and didn't hear until 
recently tha tit had not met 


their expectations. 

Alsup said he would wait 
to see a wildfire mitigation 
plan PG&E was scheduled 
to submit to the CPUC on 
Feb. 6 before deciding 
what, if any, additional re¬ 
quirements to order. 

PG&E is facing hundreds of 
lawsuits from vie timsof wild¬ 
fires in 2017 and 2018, in¬ 
cluding the nation's deadli¬ 
est wildfire in a century. 
That blaze in November 
killed at least 86 people 
and destroyed 15,000 
homes in and around the 
Northern California town of 
Paradise. 

The cause is still underinves¬ 
tigation, but suspicion fell 
on PG&E after it reported 
power line problems near¬ 
by around the time the fire 
broke out.Q 



A man holds up a sign ata tally before a California Public Utilities 
Commission meeting in San Francisco, Monday, Jan. 28, 2019. 
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AP-NORC poll: MostAmericanssee nation on the wrong track 



In this Friday, Jan. 25, 2019, waitress Kelcie lipping, left; speaks with fellow waitress Mariam louiay, right; at the Modem Diner in 


ftewtucket; R.I. 


By MICHELLE R. SMITH and 
EMILY SWANSON 
PAWTUCKET, R.I. (AP) — The 

state ofthe union isdark. 

A large majority of Ameri¬ 
cans say they are pessimis¬ 
tic about the state of the 
country and few expect 
things will get better in the 
year ahead, according to 
a poll released Tuesday by 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Centerfor Public Affairs Re¬ 
search . 

A week before President 
Donald Trump delivers his 
assessment of the nation in 
a State ofthe Union speech 
to Congress delayed by a 
re cord-setting government 
shutdown, the survey found 
just 28 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans think the country is 
headed in the right direc¬ 
tion. 

Meanwhile, 70 percent 
say America is headed the 
wrong way. Ibat's up from 
59 percent in December, 
with the percentage of 
those saying the country is 
on the wrong track now at 
its highest point in about a 


year. 

A majority of Americans, 52 
percent, also believe things 
are going to getworse over 
the next year. 

While Democrats are far 
more likely than Repub¬ 
licans to feel negative 
about the direction of the 
country, even Republican 
pessimism is on the rise. 
The poll found 55 percent 
of Republicans and just 9 
percent of Democrats think 
the country is headed in 
the right direction. A month 
ago, 69 percent of Repub¬ 
licans and 16 percent of 
Democrats said the same. 

J im Wa d kowski, a n 80-yea r- 
old self-described conser¬ 
vative from Fountain, Colo¬ 
rado, said he approves of 
the job Trump is doing but 
sees the nation going the 
wrong way. 

"All they do is fight. If one 
party thinks it's good, the 
other thinks it's bad. If the 
president thinks it's good, 
the party opposed to him 
thinks it's bad," he said of 
the nation's leaders. 'They 


don't do anything for the 
people." 

The remarkable level of 
national gloom is even be¬ 
ginning to extend to how 
Americans view the econ¬ 
omy, once a relative bright 
spot in America's mood. 
Since December's swoon 
in the stock market, a slim 
majority of Americans still 
has positive feelings about 
the national economy, but 
many expect it to decline 
in the next yea r. 

The AP-NORC survey was 
conducted during the lon¬ 
gest government shutdown 
in U.S. history, the result of 
Trump's desire to deliver on 
his campaign vow to build 
a wall along the U.S.-Mex- 
ico border running head¬ 
long into the commitment 
of House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and House Demo¬ 
crats to stop him. 

When Trump delivers the 
State ofthe Union address 
delayed by that political 
fight next mo nth, he'll speak 
to a nation both in need 
of a pep talk and deeply 


Associated ness 

skeptical of him as a mes¬ 
senger. The survey found 
that 34 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans approve of the way 
Trump is handling his job 
as president, compared 
with 65 percent who disap¬ 
prove. 

Carrie Montgomery, a 
40-year-old learning spe- 
c ia list fro m Pa wtuc ket, sa id 
she blames Trump for what 
she sees as an increase 
in "people's boldness in 
speaking hatefully to other 
people." 

"I'm concerned about the 
oppression and hatred that 
the president drives in this 
country — the safety of 
citizens and their ability to 
access their basic human 
rights,"she said. 

Trump's approval rating is 
near his all-time low as pres¬ 
ident, as measured by AP- 
NORC polling since he took 
office two years ago. But 
the survey finds the nation's 
pessimism reaches beyond 
the recent bud get stand off 
and its opinion ofthe presi¬ 
dent, as doubts about the 


economy appear to be 
growing. 

Forthe first time since Feb¬ 
ruary 2018, Americans are 
significantly more likely to 
disapprove of Trump's han¬ 
dling ofthe economy than 
approve. In October, and 
for much of the last year, 
about half of Americans 
approved of Trump's han¬ 
dling ofthe economy. 
Democrats are staunchly 
negative in their ratings of 
the president overall and 
on most issues, but about 2 
in 10 had approved ofthe 
president on the economy 
last year. Now, only 14 per¬ 
cent of Democratsdo so. 
Americans in general feel 
better about the state of 
the economy than about 
the country in general, but 
also find increasing anxiety 
about what will happen in 
the next year. 

About half of Americans, 
53 percent, describe the 
economy as generally 
good. But looking ahead, 
they're more likely to ex¬ 
pect the economy to get 
worse than better, 44 per¬ 
cent to 27 percent. An¬ 
other 27 percent expect 
no change. A month ago, 
Americans were evenly 
divided on whether the 
economy would improve 
orworsen. 

The poll shows 8 in 10 Re¬ 
publicans call the current 
economy good, while just 
37 percent of Democrats 
say the same. And 56 per¬ 
cent of Republicansexpect 
the economy to get better 
in the next year, while 67 
percent of Democrats ex¬ 
pect it to getworse. 

Early in 2018, 68 percent of 
Republicans expected the 
economy to improve and 
50 percent of Democrats 
expected it to worsen. 

At the Modem Diner in 
Pa wtuc ket, 40-yea r-o Id 

waitress Kelcie Tipping is 
among the more than half 
of Americans who believe 
the economy is still in good 
shape. She's worked at the 
restaurant for 10 years, and 
business is booming, al¬ 
though she's nervousabout 
a future in which robots or 
other technology could 
push people out of work. 
"As long as people are 
making money," she said. 
"Aslong asthere'sjobs.'0 
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Parole recommended fbrManson 
follower Leslie Van Houten 



A warning sign iscovered by ice atClark Square park in Evan¬ 
ston, III., Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2019. 


Associated Press 

The impact of 
the frigid cold, 
snowstorm, by 
the numbers 



This Sept 6, 2017 file photo shows Leslie Van Houten at her pa¬ 
role hearing at the California Institution for Women in Corona, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A 

look at how this week's 
snowstorm and bitter cold 
have affected the United 
States, by the numbers: 

22 — Number of states that 
recorded sub-zero temper¬ 
atures Wednesday. Mon¬ 
tana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and New 
York all saw temperatures 
that were below zero. New 
Hampshire also saw sub-ze¬ 
ro temperatures at higher 
elevations Wyoming, Col¬ 
orado, Utah, New Mexico 
and Idaho saw tempera¬ 
tures below zero as well, 
but not as a direct result of 
the surge of cold air that 
has hit the Upper Midwest, 
according to the National 


Weather Service. 

139 million — Roughly the 
number of people in the 
U.S. who were under a 
wind chill advisory or wind 
chill warning as of midday 
Wednesday, according to 
information from the Na¬ 
tional WeatherService. 

10 — Number of states 
where maildelivery wassus- 
pended eitherstatewide or 
in part due to dangerously 
cold conditions, according 
to the U.S. Postal Service. 
Ihe affected states include 
Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois, In¬ 
diana, Michigan and Ohio. 
370 — Number of blood 
drives sponsored by the 
American Red Cross that 
had to be cancelled na¬ 
tionwide due to winter 
weatherO 


By CHRISTOPHER WEBER 

Associated Press 

LOSANGELES (AP) — A C a I- 

ifomia panel on Wednes¬ 
day recommended that 
Charles Manson follower 
Leslie Van Houten be pa¬ 
roled after serving more 
than four decades in pris¬ 
on. 

After a hearing at the 
women's prison in Chino, 
California, commission¬ 
ers of the Board of Parole 
Hearingsfound forthe third 
time that the 69-year-old 
Van Houten was suitable 
forrelease. 

If her case withstands a 
150-day review process, it 
will rest in the handsof Cali¬ 
fornia's new Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. Van Houten was 
recommended for parole 
twice previously, but then 
Gov. Jerry Brown blocked 
herrelease. 

Van Houten was among 
the followers in Man- 
son's murderous cult who 
stabbed to death wealthy 
grocerLeno LaBianca and 
his wife, Rosemary, in 1969. 
Van Houten was 19 during 
the killings, which came a 
day afterotherManson fol¬ 
lowers killed pregnant ac¬ 
tress Sharon Tate and four 
others in Los Angeles. 

Tate's sister attended 
Wednesday's proceedings 
and said afterward that 
she vehemently disagrees 
with the parole recommen¬ 
dation. 

"I just have to hope and 
pray that the governor 
comesto the rightdecision" 
and keeps Van Houten be¬ 
hind bars, Debra Tate said. 
Newsom's office didn't im¬ 


mediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. 

In his decision last year, 
Brown acknowledged Van 
Houten's youth at the time 
ofthe crime, hermore than 
four decades of good be¬ 
havior as a prisoner and 
her abuse at the hands of 
Manson. But he said she still 
laid too much blame on 
Manson for the murders. 
At her last hearing, Van 
Houten described a trou¬ 
bled childhood. She said 
she was devastated when 
herparentsdivorced when 
she was 14. Soon after, 
she said, she began hang¬ 
ing out with her school's 
outcast crowd and using 
drugs. When she was 17, 
she and her boyfriend ran 
away to San Francisco's 
Haight-Ashbury District dur¬ 
ing the city's Summer of 
Love. 

She was traveling up and 
down the California coast 


when acquaintances led 
her to Manson. He was 
holed up at an abandoned 
movie ranch on the out¬ 
skirts of Los Angeles where 
he had recruited what he 
called a 'family" to survive 
what he insisted would be a 
race war he would launch 
by committing a series of 
random, horrifying murders. 
Van Houten said she joined 
several other members of 
the group in killing the La Bi¬ 
ancas, carving up Leno La- 
Bianca's body and smear¬ 
ing the couple's blood on 
the wa Ms. 

No one who took part in 
the Tate-LaBianca murders 
has been released from 
prison. 

Van Houten's lawyer, Rich 
Pfeiffer, said before the 
hearing that he expected 
a parole recommendation. 
He didn't immediately re¬ 
spond to a request forcom- 
mentafterthe decision.^ 
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EU won't budge on Biexitdeal as May seeks cross-party unity 



EU Commission PresidentJ ean Claude J uncker, left; and European Uhion chief Brexit negotiator 
Michel Bamiertalk during a plenary session atthe European Parliament in Brussels on Wednesday 
Jan. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By RAFCASERT 
J ILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) - Europe¬ 
an Union leaders offered 
a united chorus of "No" 
on Wednesday to Britain's 
belated bid to negotiate 
changes to the Brexit di¬ 
vorce deal, with one of¬ 
ficial calling on British law¬ 
makers to stop bickering 
and work out a cross-party 
approach. 

In London, Prime Minister 
Theresa May acknowl¬ 
edged that her govern¬ 
ment hasn't decided 
exactly how it will try to 
change the deal to address 
British lawmakers' concerns 
a bout the Irish bonder. 

All this while Britain is head¬ 
ed forthe EU exit in lesstha n 
two months, on March 29. 
'We are, quite simply, run¬ 
ning out of road," Irish For¬ 
eign Minister Simon Co- 
veney said. 

Buoyed by winning a vote 
in Parliament, May has 
vowed to secure "legally 
binding changes" to the 
withdrawal agreement. 
British lawmakers voted 
Tuesday to send May back 
to Brussels seeking to re¬ 
place an Irish border pro¬ 
vision in the deal with "al¬ 
ternative arrangements," 
ignoring EU warnings that 
the agreement can't be al¬ 
tered. 

But EU leaders saw the 
House of Commons session 
in a very different light. 
Jean-Claude Juncker, 
chief of EU executive arm 
the European Commission, 
said Tuesday's vote "has 
increased the risk of a dis¬ 
orderly withdrawal of the 
United Kingdom" from the 
EU. 

'The withdrawal agree¬ 
ment will not be renegoti¬ 


ated," he said. 

Other EU governments 
backed that stance, leav¬ 
ing little room for May to 
realistically secure any 
changes to the Brexit deal. 
Irish Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkarsaid that "we've 
been down that track be¬ 
fore and I don't believe 
that such alternative ar¬ 
rangements exist." German 
government spokesman 
Steffen Seibert said "open¬ 
ing up the withdrawal 
agreement is not on the 
agenda." 

Brita in a nd the EU struc k a 
divorce deal in November 
after a year and a half of 
tense negotiations. But 
the agreement has run 
aground in Britain's Parlia¬ 
ment, which overwhelm¬ 
ingly rejected it on J an. 15. 
Much of the opposition 
centers on a bonder mea¬ 
sure known as the "back¬ 
stop," a safeguard mecha¬ 
nism would keep the U.K. in 


a customs union with the 
EU to remove the need for 
checks along the border 
between the U.K.'s North¬ 
ern Ireland and EU member 
Ireland after Brexit. 

The border area was a 
flashpoint during decades 
of conflict in Northern Ire¬ 
land that cost 3,700 lives. 
The free flow of people and 
goodsacrossthe near-invis¬ 
ible border underpins both 
the local economy and 
Northern Ireland's peace 
process. 

Many pro-Brexit British law¬ 
makers fear the backstop 
will trap Britain in regula¬ 
tory lockstep with the EU, 
and say they won't vote 
for May's deal unless it is re¬ 
moved. 

May was speaking to Ire¬ 
land's Varadkar and Eu¬ 
ropean Council President 
Donald Tusk on Wednes¬ 
day, and met opposition 
Labour Party leader Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn in an attempt 


to find elusive cross-party 
unity on Brexit. 

May conceded that her 
government hadn't settled 
on a way to replace the 
backstop, telling lawmak- 
ersthat'there are a number 
of proposals for how that 
could be done." May said 
measures under consider¬ 
ation included a unilateral 
exit mechanism from the 
backstop for Brita in, a time 
limit to the backstop and 
"mutual recognition and 
trusted traderschemes." 
The EU says the backstop is 
an insurance policy and as 
such can't have a time limit 
ora get-out clause. 

Chief EU Brexit negotiator 
Michel Bamier said that 
'frankly, no one from either 
side isable to say precisely, 
in a clear way, what the 
nature of these alterna¬ 
tive arrangements would 
be, whetherthey would be 
workable and effectively 
fulfill the aims of the back¬ 


stop." 

The EU parliament's point- 
man on Brexit, Guy Verhof- 
stadt, underlined that no¬ 
body in Europe wanted to 
use the backstop, but that 
it's "needed to be 100 per¬ 
cent sure that there is no 
border between Northern 
Ireland and the Irish repub¬ 
lic." 

Verhofstadt said the only 
way for May to win con¬ 
cessions would be to back 
away from her long-held 
stance that Britain would 
not remain part of the EU's 
customs union after Brexit. 
"If the future relationship 
is, for example, a customs 
union, that makes it com¬ 
pletely different," Verhof- 
stadttold reporters. 

Corbyn, who heads Brita in's 
left-wing main opposition 
party, said he "set out the 
La hour case fora compre¬ 
hensive customs union with 
the European Union"during 
talks with May. 

He called the talks "serious" 
but accused the govern¬ 
ment of "running down the 
clock" to force lawmakers 
to choose between May's 
deal and a "no-deal" Brexit 
in March 29. Verhofstadt 
called for a cross-party 
approach in Britain, say¬ 
ing he hoped the meeting 
between the Conserva¬ 
tive and Labour leaders 
will yield something more 
than "only eating biscuits 
and drinking tea." If they 
start working together, he 
said, "it could be the solu¬ 
tion to this problem." Many 
businesses fear economic 
chaos will ensue if the U.K. 
isn't covered by existing EU 
trade agreementsora new 
agreement, leading to tar¬ 
iffs, customs checks and 
other barriers between the 
U.K. and the EUO 
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Egypt a nests activists alter commemoration of uprising 
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In this Jan. 1 , 2015 file photo, Egyptian lawyer Negad al-Boiai, center left; leaves the high court 
altera hearing, in Cairo, Egypt 

Associated Press 


CAIRO (AP) - Egypt has 
rounded up at least six ac¬ 
tivists in the last couple of 
days in a wave of arrests 
coinciding with the anni¬ 
versary of the 2011 upris¬ 
ing, a rights lawyer said 
Wednesday. 

Authorities have waged a 
sweeping crackdown on 
dissent in recent years, re¬ 
versing freedoms won in 
the popular uprising that 
toppled longtime autocrat 
Hosni Mubarak. Security 
is especially tight around 
the anniversary of the J an. 
25 uprising and public 
commemorations of it are 
largely banned. 

Negad Borai, the lawyer, 
said that among those ar¬ 
rested in the past two days 
is Yehia Hussein Abdel 
Hady, the former spokes¬ 
man of the Civil Democrat¬ 
ic Movement. The coalition 
of secular and left-leaning 
political parties had called 
for a boycott of Egypt's 
presidential election last 
year. 

The other five activists were 
arrested on Monday after 


they attended a ceremony 
commemorating the upris¬ 
ing, Borai said. 

The five were members 
of the Karama, or Dignity, 
party founded by oppo¬ 


sition leader Hamdeen 
Sabahi, the only candidate 
who ran against President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi in the 
2014 presidential election. 
The whereabouts of the six 


activists are still unknown, 
Borai said. A spokesman 
for Egypt's Interior Ministry, 
which oversees police, did 
not respond to phone calls 
and messages seeking 


comment. 

It was not clear if the activ¬ 
ists are among 54 people 
who authorities said Tues¬ 
day were detained for plot¬ 
ting to fomentchaosonthe 
anniversary of the uprising. 
The Interior Ministry said 
those individuals, most of 
them alleged members of 
the outlawed Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood group, were arrest¬ 
ed over the past weeks in 
different locations. 

Egyptian prosecutors on 
Wednesday also ordered 
25 people already in cus¬ 
tody detained for 15 more 
dayspending an investiga¬ 
tion. 

The Supreme State Security 
Prosecution said the sus- 
pectsare accused ofmem- 
bership in an outlawed 
group, Egyptian parlance 
forthe Muslim Brotherhood. 
They also face charges of 
illegal protesting. There was 
no announcement from 
prosecutors about the oth¬ 
ers. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
won a seriesof electionsaf- 
terthe 2011 uprising. O 


Russian lawmakerdetained in pariiamentin muiderpiobe 





Russian lawmaker Rauf Aiashukov smiles during hearings in a court in Moscow, Russia, Wednes¬ 
day, Jan. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A Russia n 
lawmaker suspected of in¬ 
volvement in two killings 
was detained on Wednes¬ 
day at parliament in front 
of stunned members of the 
upper house after he tried 
to escape butwasstopped 
by the speaker. 

Rauf Arashukov, 32, who 
represents the Karachae- 
vo-Cherkessiya region in 
the North Caucasus, was 
detained Wednesday 
morning after the upper 
house voted to strip him of 
immunity from prosecution. 
Russia's Prosecutor Gen¬ 
eral and the head of the 
Investigative Committee 
that deals with high-profile 
crimes attended the immu¬ 
nity vote. 

Arashukov is suspected of 
orchestrating the killing of 
a well-known activist and 
an adviserto the leaderof 
Karachaevo-Cherkessiya in 
2010. Russian news website 
RBC la st year quoted inves¬ 
tigation sources as saying 
that three people testified 
against the lawmaker, ac¬ 


cusing him of ordering the 
killing of local activist Aslan 
Zhukov, who was fatally 
shot outside his house. The 
man's sister last year pub¬ 
licly came forward against 


Arashukov. 

Arashukov, the son of a 
prominent businessman, 
was nominated by the lo¬ 
cal legislature to serve in 
the Russian upper house, 


the Federation Council, in 
2016 to become its young¬ 
est member. 

The house speaker, Valen¬ 
tina Matvienko, said that 
Arashukov tried to walkout 


of the hall while the depu¬ 
ties were discussing a mo¬ 
tion to strip him of immunity 
from prosecution. 

"He tried to get up and 
leave the session, and I told 
him to sit down because 
he was supposed to speak 
and give an explanation — 
and he went back," Matvi¬ 
enko said in televised com¬ 
ments 

Lawmaker Sergei Kalash¬ 
nikov, who wasthere when 
security officers detained 
Arashukov, said that no 
one was expecting it to 
happen. 

'That was a complete sur¬ 
prise to everyone includ¬ 
ing the suspect who was 
late forthe session," Kalash¬ 
nikov told the Interfax news 
agency. 

Moscow's Basmanny Dis¬ 
trict Court later ordered 
that Arashukov should re¬ 
main in custody pending 
the criminal probe, reject¬ 
ing the defense's plea to 
put him under house arrest 
or allow bail. Prosecutors 
argued that he could flee 
abroadO 












THURSDAY 31 JANUARY 


EWORLD NEWS 



Israel leaderscomed for wooing Holocaust-distorting allies 



Lithuania's Ftime Minister Saulius Skvemelis puts on a kippa, the traditional Jewish skullcap for 
men, a she enters the Hall of Remembrance atthe Yad Va sheen Holocaust memorial in J eiusalem, 
Tuesday J an. 29, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated ness 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu's warm welcome 
to Lithuania's prime minister 
markshislatestembrace of 
an eastern European lead¬ 
er who has offered strong 
political support while pro¬ 
moting a distorted image 
ofthe Holocaust. 

Lithuania is among a slew 
of former communist na¬ 
tions swept up in a wave of 
World Warll-era revisionism 
that seeks to diminish their 
culpability in the Holocaust 
while making heroes out 
of anti-Soviet nationalists 
involved in the mass killing 
of Jews. In Israel, estab¬ 
lished in the wake of the 
Nazi genocide of 6 million 
Jews, many say Netanyahu 
is cynically betraying the 
victims' memory. 

Lithuania, for instance, has 
been a leading force be¬ 
hind creating a joint me¬ 
morial day for all victims of 
totalitarianism, blurring the 
distinction between the 
crimes of the Nazis and the 
communists who fought 
them. 

It also has pushed for leg¬ 
islation to prohibit the sale 
of books that "distort Lithu¬ 
anian history" by citing the 
rampant, documented 
collaboration of the lo¬ 
cal population with Nazis 
Most recently it has resisted 
calls to remove the vari¬ 
ous plaques commemo¬ 
rating anti-Soviet fighter 
Jonas Noreika, despite re¬ 
cent revelations by his own 
granddaughter, Silvia Foti, 
that he was a fierce anti- 
Semite who had a role in 
the murder of thousands of 
J ews 

Nearly all of Lithuania's 
200,000 J ews were killed in 
the Holocaust. 

When Netanyahu, who has 
Lithuanian roots, visited Vil¬ 
nius last year, he praised 
Prime Minister Saulius 
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Skvemelis for taking "great 
stepsto commemorate the 
victims of the Holocaust" 
and for fighting modern- 
day anti-Semitism. 

"It's unforgivable. Netanya¬ 
hu is giving them a green 
light,"said Efraim ZUroff, the 
chief Nazi-hunter of the Si¬ 
mon Wiesenthal Center. 
"It's like praising the Ku Klux 
Klan for improving racial re¬ 
lations in the South." 

'We have to say the truth. 
We owe it to the victims," 
he added. 

In a meeting with Israeli 
President Reuven Rivlin on 
Tuesday, Skvemelis said 
"Lithuania has been learn¬ 
ing the lessons of the past" 
and was "improving the 
life of the Jewish commu¬ 
nity and restoring historical 
sites." 

At Tuesday's meeting, Ne¬ 
tanyahu treaded cau¬ 
tiously. He referred to the 
'tragedies of the past" but 
steered clear of any criti¬ 
cism of modem Lithuania, 
praising the "spirit of friend¬ 
ship" and "a bridge from 
the past to a future." 
Skvemelis' visit comes a 
week after Netanyahu simi¬ 
larly rolled out the red car¬ 
pet for President Petro Po- 
roshenko of Ukraine, whose 
parliament just designated 
the birthday of Ukrainian 
wartime collaborator Ste¬ 
pan Bandera a national 


holiday. A regional legis¬ 
lature declared 2019 'the 
yearof Stepan Bandera." 
Bandera's forces fought 
alongside the Nazis and 
were implicated in the mur¬ 
der of thousa nds of J ews 
As Poroshenko was visiting 
Israel, another memorial 
was being erected in Kiev 
for Symon Petliura, whose 
troops are linked to po¬ 
groms that killed as many 
as 50,000 J ews after World 
Warl. 

Netanyahu's outreach in 
eastern Europe is part of 
his larger strategy of forg¬ 
ing alliancesto counterthe 
criticism Israel faces in the 
United Nations and other 
international forums over its 
treatment of the Palestin¬ 
ians. 

Critics consider it a deal 
with the devil. They say Ne¬ 
tanyahu — who often in¬ 
vokes the Holocaust when 
inveighing against archri¬ 
val Iran — turns a blind eye 
when itcomesto like-mind¬ 
ed allies 

"It's a specific maneuver 
that legitimizes anti-Semi¬ 
tism and borders on Holo¬ 
caust denial," said Tamar 
Sndberg, leader of the 
dovish Meretzparty. 

"fhe prime minister's office 
did not respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment. 

Under communist rule, the 
Holocaust was not seri¬ 


ously dealt with and, upon 
independence, the new¬ 
found eastern and central 
European nations sought to 
canonize nationalist icons 
who resisted the Soviets, 
while largely ignoring their 
crimes alongside the Na¬ 
zis. Domestic academics 
who have challenged the 
false narrative have been 
shamed, and external criti¬ 
cism has often been met 
with new anti-Semitic out¬ 
bursts. 

For countries like Uthuania 
a nd Ukraine, the warm em¬ 
brace ofthe Israeli leader 
provides a strong defense 
against accusation of 
anti-Semitism while also 
strengthening ties with a 
close U.S. ally. 

Netanyahu hasalso formed 
a close alliance with Hun¬ 
garian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban, who has lavished 
praise on Miklos Horthy, 
Hungary's World War II- 
era ruler, who introduced 
anti-Semitic laws and col¬ 
laborated with the Nazis. 
Orban hasalso employed 
anti-Semitic tropes against 
the Jewish Hungarian- 
American billionaire philan¬ 
thropist George Soros and 
backed a state-funded 
museum that experts say 
playsdown the role of Hun¬ 
garian collaborators. 
Netanyahu also struck a 
deal with Polish leaders 


over their country's contro¬ 
versial Holocaust speech 
law, which would have 
criminalized blaming the 
Polish nation for crimes 
committed against Jews 
during World Warll. 

Israeli Holocaust historians 
slammed the agreement, 
which seemed to accept 
a Polish narrative that they 
were only victimsofthe Na¬ 
zis. Scholars say anti-Sem¬ 
itism was deeply rooted in 
pre-war Poland and Poles 
might have either killed or 
helped Germans kill up to 
200,000 J ews. 

Still, Netanyahu has invited 
Orbanand Polish Prime Min- 
isterMateusz Morawiecki — 
who last year equated Pol¬ 
ish perpetrators in the Holo¬ 
caust to supposed 'Jewish 
perpetrators" — to Israel in 
February fora summit with 
the leaders of the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. 

Yair Lapid, leader of the 
centrist Yesh Atid party and 
the son of a Holocaust sur¬ 
vivor, called on Netanyahu 
to cancel the meeting, 
saying one prime minister 
has "published anti-Semit¬ 
ic content" and another 
"passed a law desecrating 
the memory of Holocaust 
victims" 

In an annual report Sunday, 
Israel's Ministry of Diaspora 
Affairs said 2018 saw a re¬ 
cord number of worldwide 
anti-Semitic attacks, with 
most carried out by neo- 
Nazis in Europe and white 
supremacists 

But at his Cabinet meet¬ 
ing later in the day, Netan¬ 
yahu singled out "Islamic 
anti-Semitism and the anti- 
Semitism of the extreme 
left, which includes anti- 
Zionism." 

Israel's Yad Vashem Ho¬ 
locaust memorial, which 
hosts all visiting foreign dig¬ 
nitaries, has been thrust into 
the controversy. 

While it says it will neverdis- 
qualify anyone wishing to 
visit, Yad Vashem insists it 
will 'forcefully" address any 
denial or distortion. Yad 
Vashem said the Uthuanian 
leaderreceived a compre¬ 
hensive explanation ofthe 
Holocaust, including de¬ 
tails about 'the murder of 
Jews of Uthuania by the 
Nazis and their Uthuanian 

collaborators.'0 
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Bangkok sc hoolsc losed overa ir pollution c one ems 
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Bangkok's cityscape is covered in thicksmog Wednesday, Jan. 
30, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By KAWEEWITKAEWJ INDA 
Associated ness 
BANGKOK (AP) — More 
than 400 schools in Thai¬ 
land's capital, Bangkok, 
were shut forthe rest of the 
week Wednesday due to 
increasing concern over 
dangerously unhealthy air 
pollution. 

Faced with public discon¬ 
tent as well as a possible 
health crisis, Police Gen. 
Asa win Kwanmuang, the 
city's governor, also de¬ 
clared the city a "pollution 
control zone," allowing au¬ 
thorities to take legal mea- 
suresto combatthe threat, 
including road closings 
and diversions. Violators 
of orders to curb pollution, 
which could include limits 
on diesel exhaust, outdoor 
burning and construction 
activities, could face up to 
three months in prison. 

Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha directed 
Asawin to orderthe closure 


of 437 sc hools after offic ia Is 
said the pollution would 
continue until next Mon¬ 
day. They said still air and 
heavy traffic are causing a 
buildup of particles in the 
air. 

The Pollution Control De¬ 
partment said the amount 
of especially dangerous 
tiny "PM 2.5" particles has 
risen in all areas in and 
around Bangkok since 
Monday. 

'We decided to eliminate 
the problem by closing 
down the schools," Asawin 
said. 'We're afraid that it 
can be dangerous for the 
children." Technic a I colleg¬ 
es a re included among the 
closed institutions but uni¬ 
versities are still considering 
what to do. 

Mongkolsak Lajina, the 
father of a 5-year-old stu¬ 
dent, suggested that clos¬ 
ing schools was a token 
gesture. 

"I don't think it will help 


much. It helpsthatstudents 
do not have to commute 
to schools," he said. "But 
we need better measures 
to effectively deal with this 
problem." 

The Public Health Ministry 
said people should refrain 
from outdoor activities and 
exercise, and look instead 
for indoor venues. Many 


commuters and pedestri¬ 
ans have begun wearing 
face masks. 

"These measures will help 
only temporarily," said Aek 
Pongpairoj, a doctor living 
in Bangkok. "If we want a 
long-lasting solution, all sec¬ 
tors must be involved, not 
just government agencies; 
for example, the private 


sector involving construc¬ 
tion. There are so many 
construction sites and lean 
see that preventive mea¬ 
sures aren't enough." 
Pollution levels also rose 
elsewhere in Thailand, 
bringing a heavy haze 
to Chiang Mai and other 
northern areas well ahead 
of the annual "smoky sea- 
son"that normally begins in 
late February, when farm¬ 
ers bum agricultural waste 
and dry weather allows 
airborne particles to accu¬ 
mulate. 

Efforts to reduce the pol¬ 
lution level in Bangkok by 
hosing down roads and 
spraying water in the air 
have been criticized as in¬ 
effective. 

People were asked to limit 
open-air burning of ma¬ 
terials, and have even 
been advised to use short¬ 
er incense sticks in up¬ 
coming Lunar New Year 
celebrationsO 


Ally of S Korea leaderjailed overopinion rigging scandal 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

A political ally of South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon J ae-in 
on Wednesday received a 
two-year prison term for his 
involvement in an online 
opinion rigging scandal. 

The conviction of South 
Gyeongsang Gov. Kim Kyo- 
ung-soo isa blow to Moon, 
a liberal who is struggling to 
revive stalled negotiations 
on North Korea's nuclear 
program and address di¬ 
verse economic woes at 
home. 

The Seoul Central District 
Court said that Kim was im¬ 
mediately a nested afterhis 
conviction. He was to be 
held at a detention facility 
near Seoul, a court official 
said, requesting anonymity 
citing department rules. 
Both Kim and prosecutors 
have one week to appeal. 


If Kim's prison term is upheld 
in higher courts, he will be 
stripped of his governor 
post, the court official said. 
The court gave no further 
details. But local media re¬ 
ported Kim allegedly col¬ 
luded with a power blog¬ 
ger to sway online public 
opinion to support Moon 
ahead of the 2017 presi¬ 
dential election. 

Moon isn't directly involved 
in the scandal. His office 
called Kim's conviction 'to¬ 
tally unexpected." 

'We will calmly watch un¬ 
til the final verdict" by the 
highest court is issued, said 
presidential spokesman 
Kim Eui-kyeom. 

The 2017 election was held 
after Moon's conservative 
predecessor Park Geun- 
hye was removed from of¬ 
fice for corruption. It was 


unclear how much Kim's 
opinion rigging helped 
Moon'scampaign. He won 
an easy victory while South 
Korean conservatives were 
badly hurt and split over 
the Park scandal. 

The opinion rigging scandal 
is widely viewed as ironic 
as Moon was a victim of 
a smear online campaign 
launched by South Korea's 
spy agency to help Park 
defeat him ahead of the 
2012 election, when Park's 
conservative predeces¬ 
sor Lee Myung-bak was in 
power. 

High-profile corruption 
scandals routinely take 
place in South Korea, Asia's 
fourth largest economy, 
which achieved democ¬ 
racy in the late 1980s fol¬ 
lowing decades of mili¬ 
tary-backed dictatorships 


Nearly all South Korean 
presidents have been ar¬ 
rested or embroiled in 
scandals at the close of 
their terms or after leaving 


office. 

Both Park and Lee are serv¬ 
ing lengthy prison terms 
over separate corruption 
scandalsQ 


CENTURY 21. Rea^Estate RESIDENTIAL 



NEW LISTING This gorgeous 
corner townhouse comes with 
2 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 
luxury kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, private back yard, 
laundry. 3 community pool, 24/7 
security, Clubhouse with gym. 
restaurant, bar and tennis courts. 
All built on property land. 


US$ 279.000 
Afl 496.620 

(+297)5 86 42 42 

Palm Beach 4-G 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Venezuela ns take Id streets in walkout to push Maduro out 



People holding signs with a message that reads in Spanish: "No more dictatorship" take part in a 
walk outagainst Resident Nicolas Maduro, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Jan. 30,2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
CARACAS^ Venezuela 
(AP) — Doctors in scrubs, 
businessmen in suits and 
construction workers in 
jeans gathered on the 
streets of Venezuela 'sea pi¬ 
ta I Wednesday, waving 
their nation's flag and de¬ 
manding Nicolas Maduro 
step down from power in 
a walkout organized by 
the nation's reinvigorated 
opposition to ratchet up 
pressure on the embattled 
president. 

Protesters said they were 
heeding the opposition's 
call for another mass dem¬ 
onstration despite the 
heavy-handed response 
by security forces over the 
last week to quell anti-gov- 
emment protests 
"I'm going out now more 
than ever," said Sobeia 
Gonzalez, 63. 'We have a 
lot more faith that this gov¬ 
ernment has very little time 
left." 

The latest walkout comes 
one week exactly afterop- 
position leader Juan Guai- 
do proclaimed himself the 
nation's rightful president 
amid a sea of supporters, 
hurling the nation into a 
new chapter of political 
tumult as the anti-Maduro 
movement tries to establish 
a transitional government 
and the socialist leader 
clings to power. 

'We are staying in the 
streets," Guaido told stu- 
dentsata surprise appear¬ 
ance at the Central Univer¬ 
sity of Venezuela. "Not just 
in protest of the crisis we 
are living in all of Venezue¬ 
la, not just because of how 
bad thingsare, but also for 
the future." 

Ihe 35-year-lawmaker has 
transformed from a little- 
known opposition figure 
into a commanding force 
in the nation's politics with 
the backing of U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and 
two dozen other nations 
recognizing himasVenezu- 
ela's interim president. 

The turmoil has morphed 
into a larger geopolitical 
standoff as Maduro accus¬ 
es the U.S. of orchestrating 
a coup by backing Guaido 
and enacting punishing oil 
sanctions while powerful 
Venezuela a Hies China and 
Russia continue to stand by 


the president. 

On Tuesday, the govern¬ 
ment-stacked Supreme 
Court barred Guaido from 
leaving the country and 
froze his bank accounts 
as a probe into his anti- 
government activities led 
by Maduro-ally and chief 
prosecutor Tarek William 
Saab advances. U.S. na¬ 
tional security adviser 
John Bolton warned that if 
Guaido is harmed Venezu¬ 
ela will face "serious conse¬ 
quences" 

Guaido has thus far man¬ 
aged to avoid arrest and 
the Supreme Court did not 
strip him of his legislative 
immunity, though the new 
investigation could signal 
that Madura's administra¬ 
tion is moving to take a 
more punitive approach in 
the daysahead. 

Speaking at the walkout, 
Guaido said he wasn't los¬ 
ing any sleep over the 
probe. 'We don't want to 
leave the country," he said. 
'We wa nt people to return." 
Maduro huddled Wednes¬ 
day with military troops, 
prayed with evangelical 
supporters and released a 
video urging the American 
people to rise up against 


Trump and support him as 
Venezuela's rightful leader. 
He said Trump has his eyes 
on Venezuela's vast oil re- 
servesand warned against 
any U.S. military interven¬ 
tion. 

'We won't a How a Vietnam 
in Latin America," Maduro 
said. "If the aim of the Unit¬ 
ed Statesisto invade,they'll 
have a Vietnam worse than 
can be imagined." 

Maduro hasbeen oversee¬ 
ing military training exer¬ 
cises broadcast on state 
television on a near-daily 
basis over the past week 
in an apparent attempt to 
show he still has the back¬ 
ing of the armed forces, 
whose support is key to 
either man's claim to the 
presidency. 

In an interview with Russia's 
state-owned RIA Novosti 
newsagency, Maduro said 
he was "willing to sit down 
for talks with the opposi¬ 
tion for the sake of Venezu¬ 
ela's peace and its future," 
an offer he has repeated 
often but that the opposi¬ 
tion is reluctant to accept. 
He also accused Trump of 
ordering a hit on him from 
Colombia but offered no 
proof. 


Ihe already distressed na¬ 
tion is likely to face even 
tougher times soon after 
the U.S. imposed sanctions 
Monday on Venezuela's 
state-owned oil company, 
potentially depriving the 
Maduro government of $11 
billion in export revenues 
overthe next year. 

Maduro called the sanc¬ 
tions "criminal" and vowed 
to challenge the U.S. in 
court. 

Violent street demonstra¬ 
tions erupted last week af¬ 
ter Guaido declared dur¬ 
ing a huge opposition rally 
in Caracas that he had as¬ 
sumed presidential powers 
under the constitution and 
planned to hold fresh elec¬ 
tions to end Madura's "dic¬ 
tatorship." 

Under Venezuela's con¬ 
stitution, the head of the 
National Assembly is em¬ 
powered to take on the 
duties of the chief execu¬ 
tive under a range of cir¬ 
cumstances in which the 
presidency is vacated. The 
opposition contends that 
Madura's reelection was 
a sham because, among 
otherthings, top opposition 
candidates were barred 
from running and that his 


new second term is there¬ 
fore illegitimate. 

The U.N. human rights of¬ 
fice says security forces in 
Venezuela detained nearly 
700 people in just one day 
of anti-government pro¬ 
tests last week — the high¬ 
est such tally in a single day 
in the country in at least 
20 years — and that more 
than 40 people were killed. 
Madura's allies blame the 
opposition for the violence 
and deny the high death 
toll as well as reports that 
minors were among those 
arrested. 

Guaido called on Venezu¬ 
ela ns to take to the streets 
Wednesday holding signs 
stating "your reasons for 
fighting" and urging the 
armed forcesto join them. 

"I want a free Venezu¬ 
ela," several protesters in 
the Chacao district of the 
capital wrote on their signs 
as passing cars and trucks 
honked their horns in sup¬ 
port. Others chanted, 
"Maduro is a delinquent, 
not a president!" 

A row of National Guards¬ 
men blocked off one street 
in Caracas to stop protest¬ 
ers from going through but 
there weren't any reports 
of violent confrontations as 
happened lastweek. 

The walkout drew a cross- 
section of Venezuelan so¬ 
ciety ranging from profes¬ 
sionals to blue-collar work¬ 
ers, though participation 
appeared to be lower in 
some of the poorer en¬ 
claves that are traditional 
government strongholds 
A few of demonstrators 
from the Catia neighbor¬ 
hood, where protesters 
set barricades on fire last 
week, said they didn't feel 
safe protesting there and 
joined the walkout from 
wea Ithier d istric ts instea d. 
Among the protesters was 
Dr. Hugo Rosillo, who stood 
outside a children's hospital 
just blocks from Madura's 
presidential palace. He 
said he and others were 
fed up with not being able 
to treat their patients fac¬ 
ing life-threatening illnesses 
like cancer because of 
shortages of medical sup¬ 
plies. 

The hospital hastumed into 
just "a storeroom forcadav- 
ers," he said.Q 
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Tuscany Residence Aruba: 

“We believe in a long-term relationship w th a family feeling" 



NOORD — 'Tuscany Residence Aruba's ground-breaking is a tael; all the materials 
came in by 25 containers to start building the first eight town houses. We already 
sold five of them, so there ate only three left From the eight villas we have sold two 
already", says an enthusiastic Randolph A rends, owner of Aruba Living loday, the 
established realtor for Tuscany Residence. The residence's first phase (total project 
contains +/-180 units) offers eight luxurious lownhouses in beautiful Dutch designed 
up to 2.098ft Property land and a total 1.582ft living space. They are folly equipped 
with high quality standards; like a European kitchen and Banjolux bathrooms. 36 
Condos located in three buildings are a wonderful vacation escape ora great in¬ 
vestment; it is up to you. VUhat a bout eight a mazing 2-Layer&3-Layer Villas with up 
to 50m2 pool, stunning Dutch architecture and allure? 

Next to Randolph stands Vicky Wesse ling, Sales Representative of Aruba Living To¬ 
day and most probably the voice you hear when you call. Togetherthey are the 




sales team of Aruba Living Today. Services of Vicky and 
Randolph go beyond astheirstrength isthatthey offer a II 
from A to Z "We are also an insurance broker, we sup¬ 
port you with the purchases of furniture and appliances, 
and we arrange all utilities like waterand electricity con¬ 
nection and make one-stop-shopping pointa fact." Ran¬ 
dolph considersthemselvesan information and connec¬ 
tion booth where clients have absolutely no worriesfrom 
the moment they are on board. "Most importantly is that 
we are also here afterthe purchase, we believe in a long¬ 
term relationship with a family feeling. Aruba is known for 
that. Aruba Living Today is here forten years already and 
we believe our secret is that long -term commitment we 
make." 

Unwind on Own Property 

Vicky may be seen asthe face ofTuscany Residence, she 
ison top of it all and gives you a warm welcome with a 
smile. She says people love the location, it is still quiet but 
just around the comer of the buzz. "That's exactly what 
many are looking for. It is that perfect unwind spot for 
yournew home in the tropics. This is property land so YOU 
own this, it is not just a unit you have for some weeks only. 
You choose your interior, you make your place to your 
own taste, just like home. We also help you with rentals if 
desired, Aruba Living Today makes it a live foryou!" 

Wte Pick You Up 

Within 2.000 feet of the Palm Beach area, which is the 
place to be in the island, and a 15-minute drive to Oran- 
jestad, we find Tuscany Residence. Randolph: "J ustcallus 
and we pick you up and bring you back again to where 
you are staying. Here you will get a full touron the prem¬ 
ises and a full presentation on television, you can check 
our portfolios and all the documentation. We explain to 
you how the payment conditionsare as well asthe con¬ 
tracts. Really we go through everything. Of course we 
send you all also by email." In his opinion the plussesof 
the residence are the A-location, the design in a Euro¬ 
pean style with high-quality materials, the property land 
and the buying possibilities from condosto townhousesto 
villas, Tuscany Residence is your dream come true. And 
the safest investment.^ 

Tuscany Residence Aruba 
Call for a pickup 2804664 
OrVicky@livingtoday.aw - 5946161 
OrRandolph@livingtoday.aw - 5939177 
Salina Cerca 131, Noord-Aruba 
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
FacebookTuscany Residence Aruba 
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com 
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ByLouedska Maduno 

First Impression 


ORANJ ES1AD — Since the beginning of my study at the University of 
Aiuba, I have always wanted to participate in an exchange abroad. 
I made this one of my main goals while attending the university, thus I 
did my bestto getas muc h information as possible aboutdoing an ex- 
change abroad, getting good grades and preparing myself mentally 
to experience a whole new environment Who would have thought; 
that three years would have gone so last; and now here I am, in my 
dorm at the University of South Carolina. 

My journey as an exchange student started on J anuary 8th, 2019. I 
woke up that morning and the first thing I thought to myself was how 
fast time flew by. I double checked if I had everything. Passport? 
Checked. Luggage? Checked. Ready to say goodbye to my loved 
ones? Well, that was a whole other story. I was nervous, since this 
would be my first time leaving the island and I had no idea what to 
expect. But I came back to the thought that I had this morning, which 
was that time passes by quickly and I would see them soon enough. 
In addition, it was not as if I was going away for five or ten years. I was 
constantly reminded by my loved ones that this will be an experience 
I will always remember, and this experience will help me grow in many 
ways. 



I was also traveling with another classmate of 
mine. This is also her first time leaving the island. 
So, try to imagine two, nervous yet excited la¬ 
dies who have no clue what to expect trying 
to find our way and place in South Carolina. 
While I was on the plane, I met two very nice 
ladies who talked to me about South Carolina 
and helped me feel less nervous. 

The next day, we arrived at the University of 
South Carolina on the campus of Columbia. 
The campus was huge. I was told by a student 
here, that the Columbia campus has approxi¬ 
mately 35,000 students enrolled. Thus, this is 
a big change for me. Afterwards, we were 
dropped off at our dorms. I was assigned to a 
building that forms part of the music commu¬ 
nity. I share my apartment with two other la¬ 
dies who are locals. Moreover, my building is 
very centrally located, which I love. The build¬ 
ing is close to various places where I can get 
food and make use of the meal plan options 


by paying with the Carolina card. In addition, 
my building is a short walking distance to my 
classes as well. Uber is also cheap here, which 
makes it efficient for me to get around. 

I follow courses in Psychology, Sociology, 
Journalism, Geography and Philosophy. The 
courses that I follow are Introduction to Psy¬ 
chology, Media and Society, Introduction to 
Sociology, Geography and Contemporary 
Moral Issues. I am very excited to learn as 
much as possible from all these courses, since 
some of these courses I have never gotten the 
opportunity to take back home. Moreover, I 
am positive that these courses will surely con¬ 
tribute to my academic development. The 
size of the classes varies here. Back home, in 
Aruba, we are a total of eight students in the 
class. However, in USC some classes consist of 
100 to 300 students. 

Since I have gotten here, I have managed 
to get to know some local people and ex¬ 
change students as well. The exchange stu¬ 


dents are from various parts of the world, such 
asMexico, India and China. 

One thing I know that I should really start get¬ 
ting used to, is the weather in South Caro¬ 
lina. It is very cold, all the time. Transitioning 
from having a sunny and warm weather 
24/7 to cold, windy and sometimes rainy 
weather will take me some time. Therefore, I 
can never leave the house without my coat 
and sweater! Everyone keeps reminding me 
that in March, the weather will get warmer, 
so I hope that will be the case. I have man¬ 
aged to convince various people here to visit 
Aruba, so they can experience the warm and 
sunny weather, visit the beaches and meet 
the friendly Arubans. 

However, in the meanwhile, I will enjoy the 
cold weather here by going ice skating and 
drinking some delicious hot chocolate. In my 
next article, I will update you once again on 
my journey as an exchange student in South 
Carolina. Till next time! □ 



Lo lied ska Maduro, 25 years old, iscuneritly a thiid-yearstudentatthe University of Aruba in the program of Orga¬ 
nization, Governance and Management louedska takes partin an exchange abroad during the spring semes¬ 
ter. She is now attending the University of South Carolina for the upcoming four months and will take this experi¬ 
ence as her inspiration for hercolumn Student Affairs. The column will be in the newspaperevery otherlhursday. 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 





Open daily 10 am To 4am I It frausquin Blvd #471 
583,5000 I casinaa!hambra,com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

i p5; a 

' * I* - *'* ", - # - 


mimBBM 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S6 for 4-Cord BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1/000 in 
Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monlhty Early Bird 
Drawing when you purrhcise your cord before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Vaidez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | The Collectables 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


PALM BEACH - Recently, Kimber¬ 
ley Richaidson of the Aiuba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba's loyal and 
friendly visitors as Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sador. The Goodwill Ambassador is 
presented on behalf of the Minister 
of Tourism, as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion to the guesls who visit Aruba 20 
years and mote consecutively. 

"The hononeeswere the lovely cou¬ 
ple "Thomas and Bonnie McGraw 
from New York, USA. 

"This lovely couple stated that they 
love the island very much, espe¬ 
cially for the year-round sunny 
weather, blue waters and sandy 
beaches, the good friends they 
have made, and Aruba's warm 
and friendly people, 

Ms. Richardson together with the 
representatives of the Barcelo Aru¬ 
ba presented the certificate to the 
honorees, and also handed over 
some presents and thanked them 
forchoosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their 
home awayfrom homeO 
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PROGRESSIVE 

AFL 


AFL 


5,500,- 


Full Card Starts at AFL 3600,- CASH! - 59/AFL l6,-/Bittgo 

9 Games plus the Power ball, Increase your chances la win IX PROGRESSIVE PQWERBAL. 
Buy 4 Bingo Cards Receive the 5th for FREE, Buy a stam p for $2 to Double II 
Raffles, LIVE Entertainment, Snacks end MORE 


RESORT & CASINO 


/ 


PRIZES 


IN 


H 




fagle advantage 


M:j5i be age IB Ep play. flay responsibly. 
ww.gomblerswionynHJLts.orf 


J.E, IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-91601 LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORT S, CASINO 


Mane he bo Beach Resort & Spa listed in the "lop 25 Hotels in the Caribbean" 




EAGLE BEACH — TripAdvisor congratulates the 
Mane he bo Beach Resort & Spa as the "2019 
Travelers' Choice Award Winner"earning a spot 
on its list of the "lop 25 Hotels in the Caribbean". 

"Over 2,400 Caribbean hotels are featured on 
TripAdvisor and based on reviewsand opinions 
from millions of travelers the Manchebo Team 
made itthisyearto the top l%of hotelsofthe 
Caribbean with an overall number 16 position" 
saysEdgarRoelofsthe resort'sgenera I manager. 
"We are extremely proud of ourteam members 
who are all very dedicated to our customers 


and to the overall success of our resort". 

The intimate boutique resortopened itsdoors52 
yearsagoon pristine Eagle Beach and todayisa 
paradiseforwellnessseekers. "Resortguestscan 
enjoy over 12 complimentary yoga and Pilates 
classes during the week as we like our guests to 
return home fully rejuvenated" says Carla van 
Loenenthe resort'ssalesand wellness manager. 
Complementing the wellnessexperience is Spa 
del Sol - an intimate and inviting open-airoasis 
designed to inspire a lifelong pursuit of health 
and wellness. The spa overlooks the turquoise 
blue Caribbean Sea featuring individualized 


treatments, including relaxing, hot stone and 
shiatsu massage therapy, that help to relaxthe 
body and restore balance. 

Besidesthe beach and wellness the resort isalso 
renowned for its excellent restaurant offerings 
for its customers featuring The Chophouse, 
Ike's bistro, Omakase Sushi Bar and the Pega- 
Pega Grill & Beach Bar. The variety of culinary 
options for resort guests make Manchebo a 
place to go forwholesome healthy mealsand 
delicious tropical concoctions by our chefs 
and mixologists. This year Ike's Bistro's chefs 
Sandro Herald and Junior Civil introduced a 
complete new vegan menu in addition to their 
Mediterranean & Caribbean fusion cuisine. 
"We are always on the look out to follow the 
latest culinary trendsand to present innovative 
dishesand dining experiencesforourcustomers 
in our resort restaurants" says Sandro Herald the 
resort's executive chef. 

A 2nd award obtained this year was the 2019 
Travelers' Choice Award Winner for "Ibp 25 
Hotels for Romance — Caribbean" with a 
fantastic # 9 position for 2019. Manchebo is 
all about romance featuring special welcome 
treats upon arrival, romantic dining by the 
rejuvenated pool, hammocks on the beach 
and couples massages at the spa just to name 
a few. "Whether you are proposing, getting 
married, celebrating an anniversary oron your 
honeymoon, we'll make it an unforgettable 
experience" says Tamara Gario the resort's 
guest relations managerO 
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In this Nov. 18, 2007, file pho¬ 
to, team owner Roger Penske 
walks along pit road before 
the NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race at Homestead-Miami 
Speedway in Homestead, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Roger Penske 
caps banner 
season with 
NASCAR Hall 
induction 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 

— There was no need 
for Roger Penske to stay 
awake for Daytona's 24- 
hour sports car race. Pen¬ 
ske has people to do that 
for him, and hanging out 
atop a pit stand watch¬ 
ing telemetry for two trips 
around the clock is slightly 
below hispaygrade. 

When he did it last year, 
Team Penske's return sea¬ 
son to sports cars racing, 
somebody had dared 'The 
Captain" to hunker down 
for the entire Rolex 24 at 
Daytona. Itwasan impres¬ 
sive effort many who are 
far younger than Penske 
have failed to complete. 
Once he had finished the 
first 24-hour race it seemed 
silly to do it again, particu¬ 
larly during the cold and 
blustery rainstorm that 
drowned Daytona Interna¬ 
tional Speedway on Sun¬ 
day. 

But Penske had commit¬ 
ted to be part of the team 
for the entire event and 
Team Penske, so organized 
and unflappable, had me¬ 
ticulously prepared forthe 
conditions. 

Continued on Page 23 



Milwa uk ee beats Detroit /Ijl 5-1 05 
and improves to, 13-0 afteHaliossi 


Milwaukee Bucks forward Khris Middleton (22) loses the ball as Detroit Pistons guard Reggie Jackson (1) defends during the first half 
of an NBA basketball game in Detroit, Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2019. 


Associated Press 
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lx>ts of questions for Goodell, not a lot of answers 



NH. Commissioner Roger Goodell answers a question during a news conference Ibrthe NFL Super 
Bowl 53 football game Wednesday, J an. 30,2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By BARKY WILNER 
AP Pro Football WHter 
ATLANTA (AP) — Fa c ed with 
a blitz of officiating ques¬ 
tions and queries about 
the effectiveness of the 
Rooney Rule, Colin Kaepe- 
mick's football unemploy¬ 
ment, and the cancella¬ 
tion of a news conference 
for a Super Bowl halftime 
show that has drawn hefty 
criticism, Roger Goodell 
scrambled. 

The NFL commissioner did 
provide some nuggets of 
news on Wednesday. Fie 
noted establishing a quar¬ 
terbacks summit at More¬ 
house College in June to 
help get more minority 
coaches into the pipeline 
of higher-level assistant 
coaching jobs that are 
quicker pathways to head 
coaching opportunities. 
Otherwise, Goodell gener¬ 
ally ducked the rush at his 
annual State of the NFL ap¬ 
pearance as effectively as 
Russell Wilson. 

Naturally, Goodell was 
peppered with questions, 
some bordering on de¬ 
mands, to upgrade the 
officiating 10 days after a 
non-call late in the NFC 
championship game pretty 
muc h c ost the Sa ints a spot 
in the Super Bowl. 

While agreeing that game 
officials missed the helmet- 
to-helmethitand pass inter¬ 
ference penalty by Rams 
defensive back Nickell 
Robey-Coleman — league 
officiating chief Al Riveron 
called Saints coach Sean 
Payton afterthe game and 
admitted the blown call — 


Goodell said the league 
will re-examine the officiat¬ 
ing process. 

Fie didn't rule out adding 
such plays to the video re¬ 
view system, and he defi¬ 
nitely didn't endorse such a 
move. 

'We will look again at in¬ 
stant replay," said Goodell, 
who added that league 
executives recognize the 
frustration of Saints fans. 
'There have been a variety 
of proposalsoverthe last — 
frankly 15 to 20 years — of 
should replay be expand¬ 
ed? Itdoesnotcoverjudg- 
ment calls Thiswasa judg¬ 
ment call. 

'The other complication is 
that it was a no-call. And 
our coaches and clubs 
have been very resistant 
and there has not been 
support to date about 


having a replay official 
or somebody in New York 
throw a flag when there is 
no flag (thrown). They have 
not voted for that in the 
past. It doesn't mean that 
we won't. It's something 
that we're going to put to 
the competition commit¬ 
tee to see if there's an an¬ 
swer to that, but the reality 
is that's been at least an 
opposition philosophically 
for many clubs." 

Goodell completely ruled 
out any use of commission¬ 
er's powers to change the 
call or resume the game; 
a lawsuit was filed in New 
Orleans seeking that. Fie 
also stressed that he and 
the competition commit¬ 
tee will examine a poten¬ 
tial expansion of replay to 
include helmet-to-helmet 
hits. 


'We have worked very hard 
to bring technology in to try 
to make sure we can do 
whatever possible to ad¬ 
dress those issues," Goodell 
said. "But technology is not 
going to solve all of these is¬ 
sues The g a me is not offic i- 
ated by robots, it's not go¬ 
ing to be. But we have to 
continue to go down that 
path." 

The path to top coaching 
positions has been a rocky 
one for minorities. In a re¬ 
port Wednesday, the AP 
pointed out that on 2018 
coaching staffs, only four 
minorities held the step¬ 
ping-stone jobs of offensive 
coordinator and quarter¬ 
backs coach, just 7.1 per¬ 
cent of 56 jobs. That lack 
of minority coaches in the 
pipeline helped contribute 
to the NFL's sharpest-ever 


one-year drop in minority 
head coaches, from eight 
to three, with Brian Flores 
soon to become the fourth 
when he moves from the 
Patriots to the Dolphins. 
Many advocates of di¬ 
versity in the league have 
questioned the current ef¬ 
fectiveness of the Rooney 
Rule, in which tea ms a re re¬ 
quired to interview at least 
one minority candidate for 
any head coach orgener- 
al managervacancy. 
Goodell defended the rule, 
which has been used in 
other industries, emphasiz¬ 
ing ithasopened opportu¬ 
nities that didn't exist previ¬ 
ously. 

'We don't look at the 
success or failure of the 
Rooney Rule in one-year 
increments," Goodell said. 
'We've had the Rooney 
Rule around for nearly 20 
years. Ithashad an extraor¬ 
dinary impact on the NFL 
Over 20 clubs have hired 
minority (head) coaches in 
that period of time. 

'We want to figure out how 
we can create a deeper 
pool of coaches so that 
they have that opportunity 
when the coaching oppor¬ 
tunities a rise." 

— On Kaepemick, who 
some claim has been 
blackballed by the league 
for sparking social injus¬ 
tice and police brutality 
demonstrations during the 
national anthem, Goodell 
said: "I think if a team de- 
cidesthatColin Kaepemick 
or any other player can 
help their team win, that's 
whatthey'll do. □ 



Philadelphia Eaglet Malcolm Jenkins, co-founder of the Play¬ 
ers Coalition, speaks during a Players Coalition Charitable 
Foundation news conference forthe NFL Super Bowl 53 football 
game Wednesday, J an. 30,2019, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — The grants totaling $2 million 
Players Coalition has an- given to six national non- 
nounced the recipients of profit organizations. 


Playevs Coalition gives 6 
grants totaling $2 million 


National J uvenile Defend¬ 
er Center, Communities In 
Schools, The Justice Col¬ 
laborative, Year Up, Cen¬ 
ter for Policing Equity and 
Advancement Project 
National Office received 
the grants 'Our goal has 
always been to work hand 
in hand with groups that 
can provide evidence- 
based solutions to achieve 


change and make a last¬ 
ing difference on impact¬ 
ed citizens," said Anquan 
Boldin, a co-founderof the 
coalition. Boldin and fel¬ 
low co-founder Malcolm 
J enkins, a Pro Bowl safety 
with the Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles, highlighted the coali¬ 
tion's goals and plans to 
impact racial and social 
inequality. "America has 


an incarceration problem," 
J enkinssaid. "Incarceration 
doesn't solve the problem, 
it exacerbates the poverty 
problem in America." 

The Players Coalition was 
formed in 2017 and focus¬ 
es on polices and com¬ 
munity relations, criminal 
justice reform and edu¬ 
cation and economic 
advancement.^ 
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Bucks top Pistons 115-105, 
improve to 13-0 after a loss 



San Antonio Spurs' Rudy Gay (22) shoots the game-winning bas¬ 
ket at the end of the team's NBA basketball game against the 
Phoenix Suns, Tuesday, J an. 29, 2019, in San Antonio. San Anto¬ 
nio won 126-124. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 21 
points, 11 assists and eight 
rebounds to help the Mil¬ 
waukee Bucks beat the 
Detroit Pistons 115-105 
Tuesday night, keeping 
the distinction of being the 
league's only team without 
two straight losses. 

The NBA-leading Bucks im¬ 
proved to 13-0 after losing 
a game. 

Milwaukee's Brook Lopez 
scored 12 of his 14 points in 
the first quarter when An¬ 
tetokounmpo was limited 
to three points because he 
sat about half the quarter 
with two fouls. 

Eric Bledsoe had 20 points, 
reserve Pat Connaughton 
scored 16 points, Khris Mid¬ 
dleton had 15 points and 
Tony Snell added 11 points 
for the Bucks, who have 
won seven of eight. 

Reggie Jackson matched 
a season high with 25 
points, Andre Drummond 
had 20 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds, and Blake Griffin 
had 18 points, nine assists 
and seven reboundsforthe 
Pistons, who have lost four 
of five. 

PELICANS 121, ROC KE1S116 

HOUSTON (AP) — Jahlil 
Okafor scored 27 points 
and short-handed New Or¬ 
leans overcame a big early 
deficit to beat the Houston 
in its first game since An¬ 
thony Davis' agent said the 
five-time All-Star wanted to 
be traded. 

James Harden scored 37 
pointsforHoustonto extend 
his strea k of 30-p o int g a mes 


to 24, but he had a tough 
shooting night, making 11 
of 32 overall and going 6 
for 18 from 3-point range. 
He had 11 rebounds, six as¬ 
sists and four steals. 

J rue Holiday had 19 points, 
eight assists, six rebounds 
and a career-highsixblocks 
for New Orleans. Davis sat 
out his fifth straight game 
with sprained left index fin¬ 
ger. 

The Pelicans snapped a 
three-game skid amid the 
Da vis drama. 

SPURS 126, SUNS 124 
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Rudy 
Gay hit a 21-foot jumper at 
the buzzerand San Antonio 
overcame Devin Booker's 
38 points to escape with a 
126-124 victory, extending 
Phoenix's losing streak to 
nine games 

LaMarcus Aldridge had 29 
points and 14 rebounds for 
San Antonio, which is2-0on 
a four-game homestand 
despite playing without in¬ 
jured DeMarDeRozan. Gay 
finished with 16 points, five 
reboundsand five assists. 
The Suns lost their 11th 
straight in San Antonio. 
After losing its previous four 
games by an average of 
23 points, Phoenix tied this 
one with 19.6 seconds re¬ 
maining. 

With time winding down, 
Gay was isolated and hit 
a jumper as the clock ex¬ 
pired to help San Antonio 
avoid an upset. 

THUNDER 126, MAGIC 117 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Paul 
George had 37 points, Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook posted an¬ 
other triple-double, and 


Dennis Schroder scored 18 
of his 21 points in the fourth 
quarter to rally Oklahoma 
City past Orlando for its 
sixth stra ig ht vie to ry. 
Westbrook had 23 points, 
14 rebounds and 14 assists 
in his fourth consecutive 
triple-double. 

Nikola Vucevic led Orlan¬ 
do with 27 points and 11 
rebounds. Evan Fournier 
scored 17 and Aaron Gor¬ 
don and Terrence Ross 
added 16 apiece for the 
Magic, who lost their fourth 
in a row and seventh in 
eight games. 

76ERS121, LAKERS 105 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Joel 
Embiid scored 28 points, 
J immy Butleradded20and 
Philadelphia cruised past 
LosAngeles 

Brandon Ingram had a ca¬ 
reer-high 36 points for the 
short-handed Lakers, who 
were missing Kyle Kuzma 
(hip) along with LeBron 
James and Lonzo Ball. 
Embiid, who also grabbed 
11 rebounds, had his NBA- 
leading 34th game with 
at least 20 points and 10 
boards. He appeared to 
hurt his back early in the 
fourth quarter when he fell 
on an alley-oop attempt 
but returned later in the 
game. 

Butler was back after miss¬ 
ing three games due to a 
sprained wrist. Ben Simmons 
scored 19 points and Mike 
Muscala had 17forthe Six¬ 
ers, who ran off 12 straight 
points to take control early. 
NETS 122, BUUS117 
NEW YORK (AP) —D'Angelo 
Russell scored 30 points, 


Shabazz Napier had 24 off 
the bench and Brooklyn 
beat Chicago for its ninth 
stra ight win at home. 
Rondae Hollis-J efferson 
had 18 points and J oe Har¬ 
ris had 17 for the Nets, who 
have won 13 of their last 
14 at Barclays Center and 
seven of eight overall. 

Zbch Levine had 26 points 
and Jabari Parker add¬ 
ed 22 points and nine re¬ 
bounds for the Bulls, who 
have lost four straight and 
10 of 11. 

Lauri Markkanen had 18 
pointsand a career-high 19 
rebounds. 

CAVAUERS 116, WIZARDS 


113 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Jordan 
Clarkson scored 28 points, 
Cedi Osman had 26 and 
Cleveland held off Wash¬ 
ington's fourth-quarter 
comeback. 

Cleveland matched a sea¬ 
son high with 15 3-pointers 
and built a 25-point lead in 
the fourth before Washing¬ 
ton's reserves roared back. 
Jordan McRae's two foul 
shots with 18 seconds re¬ 
maining cut the margin to 
three. 

Ante Zizic had 12 points 
and 12 rebounds. Nance 
added 13 points with 11 
rebound sQ 
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Li nd bio m scores, Stolarz leads Hyeis past Rangers 1-0 


ByVIN A. CHEFVUOO 
AP Sports Writer 
NEWYORK(AP) — Anthony 
Stolarz was unbeatable 
during his first NHL game in 
six weeks. 

OskarLindblomscored ear¬ 
ly, Stolarz stopped 38 shots 
for his second career shut¬ 
out and the Philadelphia 
Flyers held on to beat the 
New York Ra ngers 1-0Tues¬ 
day night for their season- 
high fifth straight win. 
Stolarz, out since Dec. 15 
while recovering from a 
lower-body injury, got his 
first shutout since Dec. 11, 
2016, at Detroit in his sec¬ 
ond NHL start. 

"It's good to get the win," 
the 25-year-old said. "For 
me to come out there and 
kind of just hold the fort 
down for the team, and 
they did a great job, too. 


I remember looking up at 
all the blocked shots. ... A 
credit to the boys in front of 
me." 

Stolarz, who missed last 
season rehabbing from 
knee surgeries, was making 
his eighth start this season 
and the 12th of his career. 
"It felt great coming back," 
he said. "If I wasn't ready I 
wouldn't be back. ... Points 
are at a premium now, so 
we are going to want to go 
in every night, and we're 
going to have to play like 
it's a playoff game if we 
want to get back into (the 
race)." 

The Flyers, who have won 
six of seven overall, have 
outscored opponents20-10 
during their winning streak. 
Philadelphia was coming 
off a 3-1 win at home over 
Winnipeg on Monday night 



Philadelphia Hyeis goaHender Anthony Stolarz (41) makes a save under his pads on a shot by 
New York Rangers center Vladislav Namestnikov (90) in the second period of an NHL hockey 
game Tuesday, J an. 29, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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in its first game back after 
an extended break for its 
bye and the AII-StarGame. 
With the two wins in two 
days, the Flyers have pulled 
10 points behind Pittsburgh 
for the last playoff spot in 
the Eastern Conference. 
However, coach ScottGor- 
don doesn't want his team 
looking too far a head, 

'We don't have to worry 
about eighth place right 
now," he said. 'We have to 
worry about what's in front 
of us, the closest team in 
front of us. ... We get to a 
point where we can leap¬ 
frog them, then we worry 
about the next grouping of 
teams that are in front of 
us." 

Alexandar Geongiev fin¬ 
ished with 18 saves — in¬ 
cluding all seven Philadel¬ 
phia shots he faced over 
the final two periods. New 
York, playing for the first 
time in 10 days, had won 
three straight. 

The Rangers pulled Geor- 
giev for an extra skaterwith 
just under two minutes re¬ 
maining, but couldn't beat 
Stola rz. 

"It's frustrating, obviously, 
when the game ends and 
you don't get a goal," New 
York coach David Quinn 
said. 'There were opportu- 
nitiesand you have to cap¬ 
italize on yourchancesand 
we didn't do that today." 
The 6-foot-6 Stolarz made 
13 saves in the first period, 


12 in the second and 13 in 
the third. 

'One of his strengths (is) to 
get across laterally," Gor¬ 
don said. 'With his size he's 
getting there before a lot 
ofgoalies.... Itwasa tough 
challenge forourteam (to¬ 
night) and itwasa lot eas¬ 
ier because of the effort 
(Stolarz) gave us." 

Filip Chytil hit a goalpost 
from between the circles 
about eight minutes into 
the third, keeping the 
Rangers off the score- 
board. Stolarz then made 
a sprawling save in front on 
Brendan Smith's shot that 
deflected off a Flyers play¬ 
er with about two minutes 
to go. 

Trailing 1-0, New York con¬ 
trolled play in the second 
period, outshooting Phila¬ 
delphia 12-3. 

The Rangers went on their 
second power play of 
the game with just under 
eight minutes remaining in 
the period and had sev¬ 
eral good chances. Stolarz 
stopped a deflection by 
Chris Kreider from the right 
side, then denied Kevin 
Hayes and Kreider on suc¬ 
cessive tries in front 30 sec¬ 
onds later. 

The goalie also made a 
save on Vladislav Namest- 
nikov's backhand in front 
with 6:09 remaining, then 
made a sensational smoth¬ 
ering save on Kreider sec¬ 
onds late r.Q 
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Woodland looking to make more memoriesatthe Phoenix Open 



In this Feb. 4, 2018, file photo, Gary Woodland smiles for photographers with the championship 
trophy after winning the waste Management Phoenix Open golf tournament in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


By JOHN MARSHALL 
AP Sports Writer 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

Gary Woodland walked 
through the tunnel to the 
Phoenix Open's 16th hole, 
the par 3 with an atmo¬ 
sphere more like a football 
game than a golf tourna¬ 
ment. Waiting for him was 
a young lady in a purple 
shirt with some game of her 
own. 

After hitting his tee shot, 
Woodland asked Amy, a 
Special Olympics athlete, if 
she wa nted to ta ke a c ra c k 
at it. Absolutely, she said. 
Amy made a good swing 
, but the ball caromed 
into the greenside bunker. 
Woodland asked Amy if 
she wanted to hit the bun¬ 
ker shot. 

"Ido. I've got this," she told 
the Phoenix Open's de¬ 
fending champion. 

She sure did. With fans lin¬ 
ing the triple-decker stadi¬ 
um that surroundsthe hole, 
Amy thumped the ball 
onto the green with perfect 
form, got at read from her 
new PGA Tour friend and 
drained the putt. Wood¬ 
land raised his arms in tri¬ 
umph as the already row¬ 
dy practice-round crowd 
roared. 

"I've been blessed to do lot 
of cool things on the golf 
course, but that is by far 
the coolest thing I've ever 
experienced," Woodland 
said Wednesday. 'She was 
phenomenal and then to 
step up in front of all the 
people and the crowd and 
everything and to hit the 
shotsthatshe hitand made 
par, I never rooted so hard 
for somebody on a golf 


course. It was an emotion¬ 
al, emotional, really cool 
experience." 

Woodland had one of his 
own a year ago at the 
PhoenixOpen. 

Winless for nearly five years 
on the PGA Tourand com¬ 
ing off a difficult summer, 
Woodland put on a display 
of powerand finesse atlPC 
Scottsdale to beat Chez 
Rea vie on the first hole of a 
playoff. 

Waiting for him greenside 
was a surprise visitor: infant 
son Jaxson with wife Gab¬ 
by. 

Jaxson was bom prema¬ 
turely the previous June 
after a twin girl was lost in 
a miscarriage. Seeing him 
along with finishing off his 
first PGA Tour victory since 


2013 brought a swell of 
emotions that still resonate 
as he prepares to defend 
his title. 

'Obviously, I had a great 
week here last year," he 
said. 'Great emotions be¬ 
ing back, nice to see a lot 
of the same people." 
Woodland returns to the 
desert as the defending 
champion ata tournament 
that's become the rowdiest 
place in golf. 

More than a half-million 
fans stream into 1PC Scott¬ 
sdale each yearin a spec¬ 
tacle that's become known 
as The Greatest Show in 
golf. The Phoenix Open 
drew nearly 720,000 fans 
throughout the week a 
yearago to set a PGA Tour 
record — more than 60,000 


than the previous high — in¬ 
cluding more than 216,000 
on Saturday. 

Roughly 20,000 fans pack 
the 16th hole's stadium, 
many booze-emboldened 
to shout catcalls and boo 
errant shots 

This year's tournament may 
get as much attention for 
a man who won't hit a shot 
as the players braving the 
rowdiness. 

Saturday's third round will 
be the final broadcast for 
NBC lead golf ana lystj ohn- 
ny Miller. 

Miller announced in Sep¬ 
tember that he's retiring to 
spend more time with his 
family, ending three de¬ 
cades of calling shots the 
way he seesthem. 

Miller shot a 63 to win the 


1973 U.S. Open at Oak- 
montand earned a spot in 
the Ha II of Fame with 25 ca¬ 
reer victories, but carved 
out a memorable second 
career by saying what he 
saw without worrying about 
whatthe players thought of 
him. 

"He's always tried to be 
up front and present the 
game of golf in an insightful 
wayforthe viewers, wheth¬ 
er it waseduc ationa I a bout 
swing, helping people un¬ 
derstand it or whether it 
wasjust being up front from 
a players' perspective asto 
what was going on," three¬ 
time Phoenix Open Phil 
Mickelson said. "I thought 
he's done an amazing job 
for the game of golf." 
Mickelson will be making his 
record 30th career Phoe¬ 
nix Open start, a run that 
began when he played 
at nearby Arizona State, 
where he won three NCAA 
championships. Mickelson 
became an instant fan fa¬ 
vorite atthe PhoenixOpen 
and has played every year 
except 1990. He won the 
tournament in 1996, 2005 
and 2013, when he had a 
putt on the par-4 ninth hole 
lip outforwhatwould have 
been a 59. 

'Just amazing how many 
great memories I have 
when I come back and 
play here, how, what a 
great feeling I experience 
with the crowd and the 
many memories that I've 
had here," Mickelson said. 
Woodland's already had 
one at TPC Scottsdale 
this week with Amy. He's 
hoping for another come 
Sunday.Q 


Re itage or injury, Woods now begins yea rat a slower pace 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — Tiger 
Woods wrapped up his 
weekatTorrey Pines with a 
67 to tie for 20th and said 
it was good to shake off 
some rust and see what 
needs work. It was his 
first competition in seven 
weeks, and only his second 
event since the Ryder Cup 
ended on Oct. 1. 

Whether it's because of 
age orinjury— both are rel¬ 
evant — keep in mind that 
for the first 12 years of his 
pro career, Woods never 


finished outside the top 10 
in his first event of the yea r, 
winning six times. The streak 
ended atthe Match Play in 
2009 after he sat out eight 
months recovering from re¬ 
constructive knee surgery. 
Dating to 2009, he has fin¬ 
ished in the top lOjusttwice 
in his first event of the yea r 
— a tie for fourth in the 2010 
Mastersand a tie forthird in 
Abu Dhabi in 2012. 

Even at his best, and when 
hea Ithy, when Woodsd id n't 
win his first start of the year 


it was written off in some 
comers as spring training. 
Everything was geared to¬ 
ward that first full week at 
Augusta National. In some 
respects, that remains true. 
It's about peaking four 
weeks every year, and 
Woods said that starts 
"months out." 

But when does it become 
important to start seeing 
results? 

'J ustwantto keep building, 
keep getting more crisp," 
Woods said. "It's hand to 


peak for four major cham¬ 
pionships. It's not easy. I've 
only done it 14 times." 

Most players would love to 
peakatmajorshalfasmuch 
— if that many — in their 
careers. While conceding 
that "only" 14 sounds like a 
lot, Woods put it into con¬ 
text by referencing Jack 
Nicklaus winning "only" 18 
times in 164 majors. 

"It's not easy to do," said 
Woods, who has played 80 
majors, six as an amateur. 
"It's hard to have mind, 


body and soul come to¬ 
gether at the same time. 
Luckily in this sport, we have 
four chances per year." 
What has his attention this 
year is not getting ready for 
the Masters, but the quick 
turnaround for the next 
one, with the PGA Champi¬ 
onship moving to May. Last 
year, for example, there 
were nine weeks between 
the Masters and the U.S. 
Open. Now, there are four 
weeks between the Mas¬ 
tersand the PGAQ 
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Puig leaves LA., warms to wintery new home with Reds 



Cincinnati RedsYasiel Rjig takes questions from reporbeis during a media availability atthe P&G 
MLB Cincinnati Reds Youth Academy, Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2019, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


all my life," said Puig, who 


By J OE KAY 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Yasiel 
Puig boarded a jet in Los 
Angeles, flew all night and 
arrived in his new home just 
before sunrise. The temper¬ 
ature was still falling toward 
zero, and the wind chill was 
enough to cause frostbite 
in a few minutes 
That first blast of cold as he 
left the plane was another 
reminder: You're not in LA 
anymore, Yasiel. 

The former Dodgers out¬ 
fielder who was part of a 
seven-player deal with Cin¬ 
cinnati in December de¬ 
cided to explore his new 
town Wednesday. He did 
just about every Cincinnati 
thing that a visitorcould do 
on a below-freezing day. 
Puig looked fora place to 
live, visited Great American 
Ball Park , and spent time 
with children at the Reds' 
baseball academy. He 
went to City Hall and met 
the mayor. One of the local 
chili parlorstweeted hello. 
During his visit to the new 
clubhouse, Puig got a Reds 
home jersey with No. 66 
and his name on the back. 
Also, a red-and-gray stock¬ 
ing cap that sure came in 
handy under the condi¬ 
tions, though he insisted 
that 20-below wind chill 
wasn't intimidating. 

"It's not that cold," he said 
in a tone that had lesscon- 
viction than his words. "It's 


all in your head. I'll be fine. 
It's not going to be like that 
in the season." 

Reds fans are hoping Puig 
and a cadre of newcomers 
can make this season one 
worth following, finally. 

After four straight rebuild¬ 
ing seasons with at least 
94 losses — and significant 
attendance drops — the 
Redshave overhauled their 
rotation and lineup in a se¬ 
ries of trades giving them 
an entirely different look for 
at least one year. 

The Reds got Puig, left- 
handed starter Alex Wood 


and outfielder Matt Kemp 
from the Dodgers in De¬ 
cember . Puig and Kemp 
are free agents after this 
season, so Cincinnati could 
be just a one-year stand for 
them. 

ForPuig, it'sa chance to so¬ 
lidify his free agent resume 
in a smaller ballpark and 
a much smaller city that's 
been waiting fora reason 
to be excited. 

LA to Cincy? Dodger Dogs 
for three-way chili? How's 
that going to work? 

"I've been playing in a small 
city, a small country, almost 


grew up in Cuba. 

He hasn't yet met most of 
his new teammates — that 
will happen in a few weeks 
in Goodyear, Arizona — 
but he's pa rt of a text c ha in 
with 10-15 players who stay 
in touch daily. The most fa¬ 
miliar person on the team is 
batting coachTumerWard, 
who left the Dodgers after 
last season to join manager 
David Bell's staff. 

Ward helped Puig signifi¬ 
cantly in LA, and the out¬ 
fielder showed his appre¬ 
ciation by planting a kiss 


on his cheek after a home 
run. Puig also developed a 
ha bit of licking hisbatwhen 
he feels he needs good 
luck. He plans to continue 
the smooching and show¬ 
ing his personality in his new 
town. 

"I was bom like that," he 
said. "No matter where I 
play, no matter what's the 
city, I do that." 

The Reds' offseason make¬ 
over involves more than 
Puig and a new coaching 
staff. They also traded with 
the Nationals for starter 
Tanner Roark and with the 
Yankees for starter Sonny 
Gray, giving him an ad¬ 
ditional three years on his 
contract that added $30.5 
million in guaranteed mon¬ 
ey from 2020-22. 

It's unclear how far they 
can rise in the tough NL 
Central, where they've 
been at the bottom for 
years. Puig's a nival gives 
them a fresh face that fa ns 
already know from afar. 
Puig has already had one 
memorable moment in 
Cincinnati. During a Dodg¬ 
ers visit in 2014, he went to 
the zoo and got a snake 
draped over his shoulders, 
leaving him with a look 
of dread that made for a 
memorable photo. Puig 
plans to visit the zoo again. 
"But the snake thing — 
that's not going to happen 
for myself," he saidO 


New York museum exhibit marks J ac kie Robinson centennial 


By RONALD BUJM 

NEW YORK (AP) — As 

the 100th anniversary of 
Jackie Robinson's birth ap¬ 
proached, Sharon Robin¬ 
son is sure herfather would 
have a lotto say a bout the 
current political climate in 
the United States if he were 
still alive. 

"I know he would be out¬ 
raged,"she said. 

Jackie Robinson, who 
died at age 53 in 1972, 
would have turned 100 on 
Thursday. He broke Major 
League Baseball's color 
barrier with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers on April 15, 1947, 
and the centennial of his 
birth marks the opening of 
an exhibit atthe Museum of 
the City of New York titled 
"In the Dug out with J ackie 


Robinson: An Intimate Por¬ 
trait of a Baseball Legend." 
It features memorabilia 
and 32 photographs origi¬ 
nally shot for Look maga¬ 
zine, plus footage of Rob¬ 
inson hitting grounders to 
his son in the backyard of 
the family house in Stam¬ 
ford, Connecticut. Many 
of the photos shot by Fra nk 
Bauman and Kenneth Eide 
from 1949 and 1953 had 
not been on public view 
previously. 

Rachel Robinson, the ball¬ 
players wife, planned to 
attend the opening, still a 
force at age 96. The cel¬ 
ebration and baseball'san- 
nual Jackie Robinson Day 
on April 15 will focus atten¬ 
tion on the J ackie Robinson 
Museum in the SoHo sec¬ 


tion of Manhattan, sched¬ 
uled to open in December. 
Della Britton Baeza, CEO of 
the Jackie Robinson Foun¬ 
dation, said $28 million has 
been raised toward a $42 
million goal — matching 
Robinson's uniform number, 
which was retired through¬ 
out the major leagues in 
1997. The money raised 
covers construction costs, 
and an additional $4 million 
is needed for marketing 
and staff. The overall goal 
includes $10 million for an 
endowment, she said. 

"In this day and age in this 
climate of our country, we 
really are going to take on 
this issue of discussing race 
relations," Britton Baeza 
said. "What better place 
than a place that paystrib- 


ute to one of the great in- 
tegrationistsof the last cen¬ 
tury? So we're going to roll 
up our sleeves. We will do 
it from a position of good¬ 
will and from a position of 
sta rting with the fa cts, if you 
will, but we're going to take 
these things on and talk 
a bout activism in sports" 
The exhibit, which runs un¬ 
til Sept. 15, is a partnership 
between the Museum of 
the City of New York and 
the foundation, and some 
of the memorabilia will 
wind up at the J ackie Rob¬ 
inson Museum. 

Baseball Commissioner Rob 
Manfred has been a major 
backer of the J ackie Rob¬ 
inson Foundation and the 
museum, and he will be 
honored at the founda¬ 


tion'sannual awardsdinner 
on March 4along with busi¬ 
nessman Maverick Carter 
and musician Kristopher 
Bowers. 

'The centennial of his birth 
is an opportunity for MLB 
to recognize the historical 
significance of Jackie Rob¬ 
inson and to continue to 
teach younger people the 
impacthe had on baseball 
and society,"Manfred said. 
Sharon Robinson, MLB'sed¬ 
ucation programming con¬ 
sultant, said today's play¬ 
ers need to have greater 
knowledge of the founda¬ 
tion's efforts. So there's no 
better time to look back 
into history and see how 
much has changed but 
how much work still needs 
to be done. 
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Retva Kvitova of Czech Republic returns the ball to Victoria Aza- 
renka of Belarus during the St Petersburg ladies Trophy-2019 
tennis tournament match in St Petersburg, Russia, Wednesday, 
Jan. 30, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Petra Kvitova beats 
Azarenka in 2 sets 
in St Petersburg 



In this J an. 26,2019, file photo, Penske Ac uia team owner Roger 
Penske monHois his Ac uia DPi cais on the trac k from his pit stall 
at the IMSA 24-hour race at Daytona International Speedway in 
Daytona Beach, Ra. 


ST. PETERSBURG, Russia (AP) 

— Australian Open final¬ 
ist Petra Kvitova won eight 
straight games to take 
control of the match be¬ 
fore needing a tiebreaker 
to finally beat Victoria 
Azarenka 6-2, 7-6 (3) on 
Wednesday in the second 
round of the St. Petersburg 
La dies Trophy. 

Kvitova, playing her open¬ 
ing match after a first- 
round bye, went from trail¬ 
ing 2-1 in the first set to a 3-0 
lead in the second. But she 
double-faulted on match 
point at 5-1 to let Azarenka 
back into the match. 

In the quarterfinals, Kvitova 
will face eighth-seeded 
Donna Vekic, who beat 
lucky loserVeronika Kuder- 


By The Assoc iated ness 

Lindsey Vonn was named 
to the U.S. ski team roster 
for the world champion¬ 
ships, paving the way fora 
possible return to the start¬ 
ing gate despite her ach¬ 
ing knees 

Vonn and Mikaela Shif- 
frin highlight the 13-ath¬ 
lete American squad for 
the event that begins next 
week in Are, Sweden. 


metova 6-4, 6-3. 

Maria Sharapova withdrew 
from the tournament with a 
right shoulder injury, hours 
before she was to play 
Daria Kasatkina in the sec¬ 
ond round. Sharapova had 
beaten Australia's Daria 
Gavrilova in the first round 
Mondayand wasaiming to 
win a WTA event in her na¬ 
tive Russia for the first time. 

"I tried to do everything to 
be ready to play this week 
but my right shoulder is still 
bothering me,"she said on 
the tournament website. 
"In the next few days I'll 
meet my medical team to 
evaluate the situation and 
I'm looking forward to get¬ 
ting back into competition 
assoon aspossible. O 


The 34-year-old Vonn was 
planning to step away in 
December. But the all-time 
winningest female World 
Cup racer contemplated 
retiring effective immedi¬ 
ately after struggling to fin¬ 
ish a super-G in Italy earlier 
this month because of the 
severe pain in both knees 
Vonn later announced on 
social media the pain was 
due to a nerve issue.□ 


Continued from ftege 17 

Penske's transporter was 
stacked with thermal un¬ 
derwear— "I've got my ski 
stuff here," he said — heavy 
water resistant coats and 
black beanies branded 
with the Penske mark. The 
pit stand had been reno¬ 
vated to create addition¬ 
al space so Penske didn't 
have to sit all night, a les 
son learned from last year's 
race, and overhead heat¬ 
ers had been installed. 
When the poor weather 
finally hit the speedway, 
the crew zipped clearflaps 
and enclosed the pit stand 
to escape the wind and 
torrential rain. 

A month shy of his 82nd 
birthday, in the heaviest 
rain many racing veter¬ 
ans had ever seen, Penske 
pulled his beanie down low 
and hunkered downforan 
all-nig hter. 

"He doesn't even want to 
sit down, he's just standing 
there and it's crazy," said 
Juan Pablo Montoya, win¬ 
ner of the 16th of Penske's 
record 17 Indianapolis 500 
victories. 'That's why he's 
the big man and we are 
not." 

His reasoning? Should he 
step away even briefly and 
one of his two cars had 
some sort of problem, Pen¬ 
ske wanted to be present 
for problem-solving and 
strategic decisions. 

"I could never do that, I 
could never stay up," said 
Penske driver Ricky Taylor, 
who noted after the final 
practice session before the 
Rolex that Penske had no¬ 
ticed an irregularity on the 
track and found Taylor to 
show him where to avoid. 
Helio Castroneves, winner 
of three Indy 500s for Pen¬ 
ske, wasn't at all surprised 
to see his boss there forthe 
long haul. 

'When you are passionate 
about racing like Roger, 
he has no reason not to 
be here for all of it," Cas¬ 
troneves said. "And three- 
four hours is a II he needsto 
charge his battery. He has 
a very quick charger." 
Penske had a sensible re¬ 
buttal for Castroneves' 
claim that the boss rarely 
sleeps 

'Guess it all dependson if it 
is something worth staying 
awake for," he said. 

Next up is Penske's Friday 
night induction into the 


NASCAR Ha II of Fa me's 10th 
class, which was one of the 
most competitive elections 
in years. J eff Gordon is the 
headliner, along with Dav- 
eyAllison and Alan Kulwicki, 
drivers both killed in avia¬ 
tion accidentsatthe prime 
of theircareers. Team own¬ 
ers Penske and J ackRoush, 
a pair of Detroit fixtures 
who intertwined their many 
business interests with the 
automotive industry and 
motorsports, were elected 
together. 

"Listen I'm just glad they 
let guys in from the North," 
Penske joked about his in¬ 
duction with Roush. Both 
team owners had been 
on the ballot several years 
before they were voted in 
last May, shortly before Will 
Power won Penske another 
Indy 500 title. 

"Forusgoing in with J ack, a 
Michigan guy like we are, a 
business owner like we are, 
it's a big ho nor for the fam¬ 
ily, all the people before us 
who helped us open the 
doors, and I was surprised 
when I was picked. You 
never know when is the 
right time to go in — is it be¬ 
cause of your age? What's 
the right time?" 

Penske was elected based 
on his entire body of work, 
even though this Hall of 
Fame is specific to NAS¬ 
CAR. The voting was done 
five days before the big¬ 
gest Sunday in racing of 
the year. Penske started 
his day with four Chevro- 
lets racing at Indianapolis, 
where Powerwon, then the 
action resumed in North 
Carolina atthe Coca-Cola 


Associated Press 

600 with three Penske Fords 
and a fourth affiliated car 
in the field. 

The election was one part 
of a season in which Pen¬ 
ske won both the IndyCar 
races at Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, the NASCAR 
race at the Brickyard, the 
organization's500th overall 
victory and NASCAR's cup 
title. Penske's long-awaited 
return to sports car racing 
wascompleted last season 
with a two-car Acura ef¬ 
fort, and Scott McLaughlin 
won the Virgin Australia Su- 
percarstitle one weekafter 
J oey Loga no's surprise Cup 
championship. 

Across all his platforms, it 
was the most consistent 
season for Penske, who in 
NASCAR now hastwo Cup 
titles and two Daytona 500 
victories. 

"It's our 52nd year in racing 
and I guess it was time to 
make it all happen," Pen¬ 
ske said. "It wasthe culmi¬ 
nation of all our hard work, 
and we've had great sea¬ 
sons and maybe just don't 
get all the PR buzz down 
in NASCAR. Our guys have 
stayed under the radar, 

I guess except when our 
drivers get into a mess, but 
the NASCAR championship 
was really, really important 
that I get that done the 
year I go into the Hall be¬ 
cause that validates and 
gives the team and me 
validation to be in the Hall." 
Penske leads by example 
with standardsthat require 
immaculate, crease-free 
uniforms and a commit¬ 
ment to excellence and 
professionalism. □ 


Lindsey Vonn on ski 
roster for worlds, paves 
way for possible return 
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Apple opens new c ha ptera mid weakening iPhone demand 



This Oct 22, 2018, file photo shows the iPhone XS, from left iPhone XR, and the iPhone XS Max in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELUEDTKE 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Apple hoped to offset slow¬ 
ing demand for iPhones 
by raising the prices of its 
most important product, 
but that strategy seems to 
have backfired aftersales 
sagged during the holiday 
shopping season. 

Results released Tuesday 
revealed the magnitude 
of the iPhone slump — a 15 
percent drop in revenue 
from the previous year, 
"fhatdecline in Apple's most 
profitable product caused 
Apple's total earnings for 
the October-December 
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quarter to dip slightly to $20 
billion. 

Now, CEO Tim Cook is 
grappling with his toughest 
challenge since replacing 
co-founder Steve J obs 7 Vz 
years ago. Even as he tries 
to boost iPhone sales, Cook 
also must prove that Apple 
can still thrive even if de¬ 
mand doesn't rebound. 

It figures to be an uphill 
battle, given Apple's stock 
has lost one-third of its val¬ 
ue in less than four months, 
erasing about $370 billion in 
share holder wealth. 

Cook rattled Wall Street in 
ea riy J a nua ry by d isc losing 
the company had missed 
its own revenue projec¬ 
tions for the first time in 15 
years. The last time that 
happened, the iPod was 
just beginning to transform 
Apple. 

'This is the defining moment 
for Cook," said Wed bush 
Securities analyst Dan¬ 
iel Ives. "He has lost some 
credibility on Wall Street, 
so now he will have to do 
some handholding as the 
company enters this next 
chapter." 


The results for the October- 
December period were 
slightly above the expecta¬ 
tions analysts lowered af¬ 
ter Cook's J an. 2 warning. 
Besides the profit decline, 
Apple's revenue fell 5 per¬ 
cent from the prior year to 
$84 billion. 

It marked the first time in 
more than two years that 
Apple's quarterly revenue 
has dropped from the 
past year. The erosion was 
caused by the decline of 
the iPhone, whose sales 
plunged to $52 billion, 
down by more than $9 bil¬ 
lion from the previous year. 
The past quarter's letdown 
intensified the foe us on Ap¬ 
ple's forecast for the open¬ 
ing three months of the 
year as investors try to get 
a better grasp on iPhone 
sales until the next models 
are released in autumn. 
Apple predicted its reve¬ 
nue for the J anuary-March 
period will range from $55 
billion to $59 billion. Analysts 
surveyed by FactSet had 
been anticipating revenue 
of about $59 billion. 
Investors liked what they 


read and heard, helping 
Apple's stock recoup some 
of their recent losses. The 
stock gained nearly 6 per¬ 
cent to $163.50 in extend¬ 
ed trading after the report 
came out. 

'We wouldn't change our 
position with anyone's," 
Cook reassured analysts 
during a conference call 
reviewing the past quarter 
and the upcoming months 
The company didn't fore¬ 
cast how many iPhones it 
will sell, something Apple 
hasdone since the product 
first hit the market in 2007 
and transformed society, 
aswell astechnology. 
Apple is no longer disclos¬ 
ing how many iPhones it 
shipped afterthe quarter is 
completed, a change that 
Cook announced in No¬ 
vember. That unexpected 
move raised suspicions that 
Apple was trying to con¬ 
ceal a forthcoming slump 
in iPhone sales— fears that 
were realized during the 
holiday season. 

Cook traces most of Ap¬ 
ple's iPhone problems to 
a weakening economy in 


China, the company's sec¬ 
ond biggest market behind 
the U.S.The company isa Iso 
facing tougher competi¬ 
tion in China, where home¬ 
grown companies such as 
Huawei and Xiaomi have 
been winning over con¬ 
sumers in that country with 
smartphones that have 
many of the same features 
asiPhonesat lowerprices. 
Although a trade war 
started by President Don¬ 
ald Trump last year has 
hurt China and potentially 
caused some consumers 
there to boycott U.S. prod¬ 
ucts, many analysts believe 
the iPhone's malaise stems 
from other issues too. 
Among them are higher 
prices — Apple's most ex¬ 
pensive iPhone now costs 
$1,350 — for models that 
aren't that much better 
than the previous genera¬ 
tion, giving consumers little 
incentive to stop using the 
device they already own 
until itwearsout. Apple also 
gave old iPhones new life 
last by offering to replace 
aging batteries for $29, a 
70 percent discount. 

'The upgrade cycle hasex- 
tended, there is no doubt 
a bout that,"Cook conced¬ 
ed. 

Apple is banking that inves¬ 
tors will realize the compa¬ 
ny can still reap huge prof- 
itsby selling variousservices 
on the 1.4 billion devices 
running on its software. 
That's one reason why 
Cook has been touting the 
robust growth of Apple's 
division that collects com¬ 
missions from paid apps, 
processes payments, and 
sells hardware warranty 
plans and music streaming 
subscriptions Apple Music 
now has more than 50 mil¬ 
lion subscribers, second to 
Spotify's 87 million stream¬ 
ing subscribers through 
September. 

Apple is also preparing to 
launch a video streaming 
service to compete against 
Netflix, though Cook said 
he wasn't ready to provide 
details Tuesday. 

The company's services 
revenue in the past quarter 
climbed 19 percent from 
the prior year to $10.9 bil¬ 
lion — more than any oth¬ 
er category besides the 
iPhone.Q 
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TexitiirexL HomesJkyr SJUL£ 



Bubali # 113c 
3Bedrw/additional 
guest studio 
Semi detached home 


Caya Ritmo # 35 
4 Bedr 2 Story Home 
Eagle Beach area 


Oceania #213 
2Bed/2Bath ocean front 
Condo. 



Jardines Del Mar # 12 
2Bed/2.5 Bath townhome 
w pool view in gated 
community 



Opal # 223 Surfside Res. Rooi Santo # 25m 
4Bed/3.5Bath w/ lock off 4Bed/4Bath home with 
apartment pool, jacuzzi, gym & 

outdoor kitchen 


Tamarijn $ 59 
4Bedr home w/ sweeping 
island views, open air 
courtyard & lap pool 



Salina Cerca # 37b 

5Bed home with lush gardens 

& large private pool 

Close to the Marriott Resort 


For any information on one of our 

Featured Homes for SALE 

Please contact us at: 

(297) 733 4663 - phone 
info@arubahomeminders.com - email 
www.arubahomeminders.com - website 



& private rooftop patio 


Its not too late to set money resolutions for 2019 



In this Sept 21 , 2016, a man is silhouetted against the wall illu¬ 
minated by the late afternoon sunlight as he walks through the 
Nadine and Ed C aison Amphitheateratthe Wait Disney Concert 
Hall in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

New Year's Day has come 
and gone and perhaps 
your resolve to stick to 
your resolutions has disap¬ 
peared by now as well. If 
so, don't despair — it's not 
too late to set and achieve 
some money goals 
WHY GOALS MATTER 
It is important to use goals 
to help achieve big plans. 
For example, you may 
want to retire comfortably 
or own a house one day. 
But how do you do that? By 
setting smaller, achievable 
goals to get you down that 
path. 

"It's planning," said Michael 
Eisenbeng, CPA, financial 
planner and member of a 
financial literacy commis 
sion for the American insti¬ 
tute of CPAs. 'Setting goals 
is equal to planning. When 
you have a goal you can 
see it and take steps to¬ 
ward it." 


And when it comes to 
something as important 
and long-term as your fi¬ 
nancial security, goals are 
extremely important. Once 
you write down a specific 
goal it begins to become 
more real. And if you take 
action on it and see in¬ 
cremental success, it can 
often provide the positive 
feedback loop that helps 
keep people going. 

"It'sinteresting to watch hu¬ 
man behavior," Eisenberg 
said. 'When (clients) start 
to set some money away 
a nd see it g row they sta rt to 
(think) 'wow' and continue 
to do it." 

WHY NOW? 

New Year's has passed 
but a recent study from 
the Wharton School at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
found that other days that 
have importance to indi¬ 
viduals can serve as fresh 
starts of sorts a swell. 

The studyfound thatcertain 


"landmark"days— such as 
a birthday, the start of a 
new week or beginning of 
a new school term — can 
jump start new habits. The 
exact day doesn't matter 
as much as the fact it is 
embraced by an individ¬ 
ual. That's because when 


people buy into these land¬ 
marks, they interrupt the 
traditional decision-making 
process, helping people fo- 
cuson theirhigh-level goals 
rather than the mundane 
details of daily life. 

Consider a stop for cof¬ 
fee in the morning. Where 


someone might normally 
decide if they are going to 
stop based on a desire for 
coffee or how long the line 
is, this thinking may shift if 
someone hasembraced a 
bigger goal, said Wharton 
researcher Katherine Milk¬ 
man. "The thinking may shift 
to "Is this coffee helping 
my ultimate goal of saving 
money?" 

Milkman, who specializes in 
behavior change and de¬ 
cision making, also notes 
that people should not 
beat themselves up if they 
have tried and failed be¬ 
fore. 

'Change is hard," she said. 
'We have all tried these 
things before and we all 
need a kick in the butt to 
try again." 

HOWTO CRAFT A GOAL 

It is important to pick a goal 
that really matters to you. 
Once you have a goal, 
make sure it is achievable. 

□ 


Investors cautious a head of Fed rate decision 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Latest on the Federal Re¬ 
serve's monetary policy 
meeting 

Stoc k ma rkets a re up slig ht- 
ly ahead of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve's interest rate an¬ 
nouncement and the sub¬ 
sequent news conference 
by Chairman J erome Pow¬ 
ell. 

Investors expect the cen¬ 
tral bank to keep its rates 


on hold but will be looking 
for Powell to confirm that 
any further hikes will be 
gradual. Concerns about 
the pace of rate increases, 
which can make borrowing 
more expensive and cool 
off economic growth, had 
la st yea r sent stoc k ma rkets 
into a tailspin. 

Dow and S&P 500 futures 
are both up 0.3 percent 
ahead ofWallStreet'sopen 
later Wednesday. Asian in¬ 


dexes mostly closed higher 
and European markets a re 
largely rising. France'sCAC 
40isup 0.5 percent and Brit¬ 
ain's FT5E 100 is 0.8 percent 
higher, though Germany's 
DAX isdown 0.2 percent. 
With the Federal Reserve 
considered sure to leave 
interest rates unchanged 
Wednesday, investors will 
be hoping to hear Chair¬ 
man J erome Powell sound 
a reassuring theme that 


a pause in the Fed's rate 
hikescould last a while. 
Powell has been invoking 
the word "patient" to de¬ 
scribe the Fed's latest ap¬ 
proach to rates increases 
It's a word he adopted this 
month after the Fed's string 
of four rate hikes last year 
had helped send the stock 
market into a tailspin over 
fear that the central bank 
might be tightening credit 
too aggressively. 


"The Fed will issue Wednes¬ 
day a policy statement 
outlining its views on the 
state of the economy and 
likely announcing that it will 
leave its benchmark rate 
unchanged. Powell will 
then give a news confer¬ 
ence, beginning a policy 
of speaking with report¬ 
ers after each of the Fed's 
eight meetings every year, 
rather than only four times 
a yearO 
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Mutts 



SAIP THE NIGHT WINP 
TO THE LI'L 6-HOG, 
PO VOO SEE 
WHAT I SEE? 

WAy UP IN THE SKy, 
LI'L G-H06, PO VOU 
EE WHAT 
X SEE? 




6 Chix 



(?)2gia 


Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★ [ / 31 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ away; 

astonish 
5 Nagging pains 
10 30-day month: 
abbr. 

14 Thick cord 

15 Hang limply 

16 Barber’s focus 

17 Matured 

18 Britain’s charter 
of rights 

20 Put on, as 
clothing 

21 Convulsions 

22 Ease, as 
another's fears 

23 Terre IN 

25 To and _ 

26 Sunglasses 
28 Small 

earthquake 

31 Erie or Panama 

32 Adamant refusal 
34 Pea casing 

36 Opie’s pa 

37 Tooth problem 

38 Incite 

39 Part of a sock 

40 Hand protectors 

41 Aneurysm site, 
often 

42 Loafers 

44 Firstborn 

45 Bullring shout 

46 Dads 

47 Fat-shunner of 
nursery rhyme 

50 Suffix for care or 
hair 

51 Eva, to Zsa Zsa 
54 Downtown 

thoroughfare 

57 Heap 

58 _ a year; 
annually 

59 Use a loom 

60 Wicked 

61 Reverse or 
neutral, e.g. 

62 Stranger 

63 Banana casing 

DOWN 

1 Actor Pitt 

2 Business symbol 

3 Generous 
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4 Marry 

5 Fesses up 

6 Wooden box 

7 Swine 

8 Geologic period 

9 Hot tub 
10‘‘Peace!" 

11 _ Grey tea 

12 Gyro bread 

13 Cafeteria 
patron’s item 

19 Drew, for one 
21 Gas or coal 

24 “Queen for of 
old TV 

25 Ravel 

26 “Get lost!” 

27 Asian capital city 

28 “_the 

night before 
Christmas...” 

29 Tyrannical; 
heavy-handed 

30 Overwhelming 
defeats 

32 NBA team 

33 Fall month: abbr. 
35 “Phooey!” 

37 Critical; urgent 
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38 Malt shop order 48 Window glass 

40 Patty _; lunch 49 Costa _ 

orders 50 Go before others 

41 European range 52 Nastase with a 

43 Car to use racket 

temporarily 53 Broker’s advice 

44 Spring holiday 55 Siesta hour 

46 Irritate 56 Blushing 

47 Air pollution 57 Energy 
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Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


Divi Village 

1 BR WK # 8 & 9 
21 & 25 weeks remain 
$9000 each 
Divi links Golf 
1 BR WK# 8 & 9 

27 weeks remain 
$9000 each 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK#6 

2 sd Floor Front Villas 

28 weeks remain $12,500 
Studio WK # 7 $7500 

11 th Floor 17 week remain 
1 BR WK# 8 $16,000 
building 6 4th floor 

29 weeks remain 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 9 $9000 
4th Floor Harbor view 
1 BR WK # 11 $8000 
3rd Floor Garden view 
1 BR Wk # 12 $9000 
3rd floor pool/ocean view 
1 BRDLX Wk 13&14 $9000 
each 

5th floor ocean front 

Tropicana Resort 

1 BR WK # 5,6,7,8 
Ground floor $7000 each 
1 BR WK 7 & 8 $7000 each 
Dutch Village 
1 BR WK 8 $8500 
24 weeks remain 

For Rent 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 8 $2000 
23 February 2 March 2019 
Divi Links Golf 
Studio WK #8 $1500 
23 February 2 March 2019 

House For Sale 
Catiri 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
10 Min drive to beach 
Certral located $250 K 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 
Swimming pool $350K 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10,000 

2 BR Ocean View $16,000 
2 BR Ocean Front $24,000 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 br wk 1 and 2 

Rm 644 33 weeks remain 

$36,000 both 


Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf 

Studio WK 2 

24 weeks remain $ 7500 

1 BR WK#3 

24 weeks remain $ 8500 

2 BR WK#3 

28 weeks remain $ 25,000 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK# 1 

25 weeks remain $8000 
1 BRWK#1 and 2 

32 weeks remain $ 9000 each 
Studio wk # 5 and 6 
25 and 30 Weeks remain $ 
17,000 Both 

Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 4 and 5 

25 and 30 weeks remain $ 9000 

each 

1 BR WK#4 
20 weeks remain $9000 

Divi Village 

Studio WK # 6 
22 weeks remain $ 8000 
The Mill Resorts and Suites 

1 br wk # 4 $7000 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden Vie w $14,000 
2 BR Ocean View $ 15,000 
2 BR Ocean Side $16,000 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 27,000 

3 BR Ocean View $26,000 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


SIMP 

Violence Against Women 


LANGUAGE 

COURSES 

Since 1993 
English 
Dutch 

Papiamento 

Spanish 

Tel.593 4494 - 588 0950 


COMPUTER 

LESSONS 

Beginners-Advanced 

Am-Pm 

Private or group 

www. DataT echAruba.com- 

Tel.593 4494 - 588 0950 


_210634 


PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 
For Sale or For Rent 

wks 31 +32, 2 bedr, p/o view 
wks 52+1,2 bedr, p/o view 
wk 4, 1 bedr, pool side 
wks 8+9 2 bedr, p/o view 
Also other weeks for 
rent or can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 

_210636 


4 SALE 

CARIBBEAN PALM VILLAGE 

wk4 Unit A306 1br/2bath $ 2250 
wk5 Unit A201 1 br/2bath $4990 
wk 11 Unit E205 1br/2bath 
$2250 

wk 14 Unit E307 1br/2bath 
$2250 

wk 36 Unit E303 2br/2bath 
$1999 

wk 37 Unit A203 2br/2bath 
$1999 

dmlapinson@gmail.com or call 
561-200-6904 all deeded 

_210610 



TeDAY 


BCNDIA 


How to Kegjch us! 



House For Sale 
Westpunt 15H 

2 bedroom/ 2 bathroom on 
property land sold fully furnished 
$378,000 

Dream Home For Sale 
Salinja Serca 21G 

3 bedroom + 3 bathroom + 
maiden room + bathroom pool + 
solar panels $575,000 
Ocean view Condo For Sale 
fully furnished 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom condo on Eagle 
Beach $510,000 

Call (297)699 8301 or 
jenniffer@bestbuyrealtyaruba.com 

_210500 

Tropicana Aruba Resort 
and Casino 

For Sale or Rent by Owner 
week 7 one Bed Unit #1532F 
Fri/Fri $3,900 

Week 13 Two Bed Unit #4552H 

Fri/Fri $4,900 

Contact in Aruba 

donjovi7@hotmail.com 

or cell 592 0500 

In US sales.cpv@hotmail.com 

or cell 978 530 6077 


For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
Wkl/Unit 1408 (15,000) 

Wk 2/1113-($16,000) 

Wks 5 & 6/1315 ($18,000/wk) 
Wks 5 & 6/1521 ($20,000/wk) 
Wk 7/1308 ($18,000) 

Wks 7 & 8/1408 ($18,000) 

Wk 8/1113 ($17,000) 

Wk 8/1409 ($17,000) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 649-9639 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas wk. 3 

Unit #222 in Phase 2, 1 BR, 
Pool and ocean view. Sat - Sat. 
$9000 U.S.D 

Email: kieran-lois@cogeco.ca 
Cell: 519-400-1151 

_210630 
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Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


TIME SHARE 
Casa del Mar AMB 

1 brunit 1335 wk 21 5/25 950 
and wk 29 7/20 1495 also 
Divi Golf wk 35 1 br unit 2326 
2950 rmwjmw@aol.com 
Local tel till 1/20 565 9394 
US 508 651 0016 
_210628 
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HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 6890 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



February 5 

Britannia 

Celebrity Silhouette 
Jewel of the Seas 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Food industry sway over public health gets new sc nitiny 



In this Friday, Dec. 9, 2016 file photo, the Coca-Cola logo appears above the post where ittrades 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By CANDICE CHOI 
AP Food & Health VUHter 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

tweet from a group that 
finances development in 
Latin America was direct: 
Sodas do not offer beauty 
or joy, just a lot of sugar. 
There was one problem for 
the organization. Coca- 
Cola was a funder. 

The Inter-American Devel¬ 
opment Bank's manage¬ 
ment told Coke it hadn't 
been aware of the tweet, 
and subsequently invited 
the company to write a 
blog post explaining how 
the beverage giant was 
helping address obesity, 
according to an email by a 
Coke executive obtained 
by The Associated Press 
through a public records 
request. 

The exchange provides an¬ 
other glimpse of the food 
industry's pull in shaping 
messages about its prod¬ 
ucts. With obesity becom¬ 
ing a more pressing global 
problem, two reports in sci¬ 
ence joumalsare calling for 
policies that limit industry 
influence and reviving de¬ 
bate about what role food 
companies should play in 
public health efforts 
In the medical journal Lan¬ 
cet, a report says skepti¬ 
cism about the motives of 
ultra-processed food mak¬ 
ers is justified, noting how 
sugary drink manufacturers 
have fought government 
efforts to reduce soda con¬ 
sumption. The report says 
reducing industry influence 
in policy development will 
help governments address 
the intertwined problems 


of obesity, malnutrition and 
climate change. 

A separate report in Mil- 
bank Quarterly depicts 
Coke's ties with the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention, rely¬ 
ing partly on previously 
published emails obtained 
through records requests. 
In one exchange, a CDC 
official tells a Coke execu¬ 
tive that her colleague is 
interested in working at the 
beverage company and 
passes along her resume. 
A CDC representative said 
the agency doesn't com¬ 
ment on personnel matters, 
but noted its resources on 
ethical issues for employ¬ 
ees. 

The Milbank report says 
such exchanges under¬ 
score the need for greater 


transparency and conflict- 
of-interest guidelines at 
organizations involved in 
public health. It says there's 
still relatively little known 
about the extent of the 
food industry's influence, 
but that there is growing 
understanding of such dy¬ 
namics. 

Gary Ruskin, one of the re¬ 
port's authors, said the in¬ 
creased awareness is part¬ 
ly the result of 'the sheer 
enormity of the obesity epi¬ 
demic." 

'We're just starting to grap¬ 
ple with it in a serious way," 
said Ruskin, who is also 
co-founder of U.S. Right to 
Know, an advocacy group 
funded by the Organic 
Consumers Association 
and others. 

Ruskin said Coke in particu¬ 


lar has been the subject of 
many recent revelations 
because of the company's 
unusually far-reaching ties 
into regulatory and sci¬ 
entific matters. Earlier this 
month, research by a Har¬ 
vard scholar traced how a 
group founded by a former 
Coke executive helped 
shape China's efforts to 
keep obesity in check. 

Still, Coke isfarfrom alone. 
Many other food compa¬ 
nies fund studies that are 
favorable to their products 
and become part of scien¬ 
tific literature. And lastyear, 
the University of California, 
San Francisco launched 
an archive of food industry 
d o c u me nts fo r re sea rc he rs, 
including records detailing 
the sugar industry's role in 
shaping nutrition research. 


Yoni Freedhoff, who teach¬ 
es family medicine at the 
University of Ottawa, said 
the food industry's public 
pledges on health matters 
should be viewed warily 
g ive n its fina nc ia I d rive rs. 

"It gives smoke and cover 
for the industry to try and 
pretend, 'Hey, we're on 
yourteam'," Freed hoff said. 
Not everyone thinks all in¬ 
dustry ties should be dis¬ 
missed. Bill Dietz, an author 
of the Lancet report and 
a researcher at George 
Washington University, 
cited the Partnership fora 
Healthier America's works 
with food companies on 
public health commitments 
as a worthwhile effort. 

"My worry is that this has be¬ 
come such a fraught issue 
that any relationship with 
industry is dismissed," said 
Dietz, who is on the board 
of Partnership fora Healthi- 
erAmerica. 

As for the tweet by the 
Inter-American Develop¬ 
ment Bank, a representa¬ 
tive for the bank said the 
message was deleted be¬ 
cause it included an im¬ 
age with brand names in 
violation of its policies The 
representative said Coke's 
post was published on the 
bank's blog for outreach 
and partners, and that the 
institution has continued to 
promote discussion about 
the health implications of 
sugarconsumption. 

In a statement, Atlanta- 
based Coca-Cola said it 
has been working on be¬ 
ing more transparent and 
to better understand how it 
can help addressobesity.Q 


Brown U c ritic zed for using live pigs in medical training 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — 

An advocacy group has 
asked federal regulators to 
investigate Brown Univer¬ 
sity's medical school, argu¬ 


ing it is viola ting the law by 
using live pigsfortraining in 
emergency medicine. 

The Physicians Committee 
for Responsible Medicine 


on Tuesday asked the U.S. 
Depa rtment of Ag ric ulture's 
Anima I a nd Pla nt Hea Ith In¬ 
spection Service to inves¬ 
tigate animal use at the 
Warren Alpert Medical 
School at the Ivy League 
university. 

Brown Universityand Rhode 
Island Hospital partner 
for biomedical research, 
teaching and clinical pro¬ 
grams. They said in a joint 
statement Wednesday 
that the hospital abides by 
all federal regulations and 
follows strict protocols for 


using animals. This includes 
advanced trauma life sup¬ 
port training in the emer¬ 
gency medicine residency 
program affiliated with 
Brown's medical school, 
they said. 

The committee advocates 
for eliminating the use of 
live a nima Is in a ny med ic a I 
training and promotes the 
use of human-body simula¬ 
tors instead. 

Proponents of animal re¬ 
search argue it is crucial 
to scientific breakthroughs 
and for furthering medical 


science. Brown and Rhode 
Island Hospital say they are 
committed to ensuring the 
highest ethical standards 
for the responsible use of 
animals and employ alter¬ 
natives to animals when 
doing so will support scien¬ 
tific and academic goals. 
Many emergency medi¬ 
cine residency programs 
in the United States and 
Canada use only human- 
based training methods, 
such as medical simulation 
or cadavers, according to 
the committeeO 
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Kariie Kloss pa rtof'Reject Runway 1 twists in Bravo return 



Kariie Kloss speaks as Christian Sriano looks on in Bravo's "Project Runway" panel during the NB- 
C Universal 1C A Winter Press Ibur on Tuesday, J an. 29, 2019, in Rasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
BETH HARRIS 

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) — 

A roundup of news from 
the Television Critics As¬ 
sociation winter meeting, 
at which TV networks and 
streaming services are pre¬ 
senting details on upcom¬ 
ing programs. 

DESIG NING WITH A TWIST 
"Project Runway" is going 
home, back to its original 
network with several new 
twists. 

The biggest change is new 
host and executive pro¬ 
ducer Kariie Kloss, who 
takesoverfrom the depart¬ 
ed duo of Heidi Klum and 
Tim Gunn when the show 
returns to Bravo on March 
14. The model grew up in St. 
Louis watching the original 
version. 

Christian Siriano, who won 
season four, mentors the 
aspiring designers. Design¬ 
er Brandon Maxwell, Elaine 
Welteroth and original cast 
memberNina Garcia serve 
asjudges. 

The winning designer will 
receive $250,000 — a boost 
from $100,000. 

After 16 seasons with the 
franchise, Klum and Gunn 
jumped to Amazon to start 
a rival show. Before leav¬ 
ing, Klum suggested Siriano 
as Gunn's successor. Coin¬ 
cidentally, producers were 
already talking to the de¬ 
signer, who has sustained 
a successful 10-year career 
since his breakout on the 
show. 

Siriano noted the biggest 


difference between him 
and Gunn is that Gunn 
wasn't a designer; he was 
on the faculty at Parsons 
The New School of Design. 
'When the designers have 
a red carpet challenge, 

I can actually give them 
real feedback because I 
just dressed people at the 
Golden Globes the week 
before," Siriano said. "I'm 
giving them almost, like, 
real fashion industry feed¬ 
back. And I think that it 
can, hopefully, only help 
them." 

Models on the show will 
be diverse in their ethnicity 
and size ranges 


LA RENA AND ELCHAPO 

Kate del Castillo said she's 
relieved she wasn't called 
to testify in the New York 
trial of Mexican drug lord 
Joaquin "El Chapo" Guz¬ 
man. 

But she doesn't regret ar¬ 
ranging a 2015 meeting 
between Guzman and 
Sean Penn, although the 
fallout kept her from visiting 
and working in Mexico for 
more than three years, the 
actress said. 

She filmed the upcoming 
Telemundo sequel to her 
2011 telenovela "La Reina 
d el Sur" outside ofthe coun¬ 


try, with a double shooting 
her scenes in Mexico, she 
said Tuesday. 

The actress said was finally 
able to return last Christ¬ 
mas but had an unsettling 
experience upon arrival, 
when use of her Mexican 
passport triggered an alert. 
Del Castillo, an American 
citizen, said she could have 
presented herU.S. passport 
for entry but insisted on us¬ 
ing the document from her 
native country. 

"It shocked me," she said, 
when she was detained 
for about 20 minutes as of¬ 
ficials scurried around. She 
recalled thinking, " 'Oh my 


God, they're going to ar¬ 
rest me right now orl'm go¬ 
ing to be sent back to the 
United States'" 

In 2017, del Castillo filed a 
human rights complaint al¬ 
leging she was unable to 
travel to Mexico to work 
because her communica¬ 
tions with Guzman were 
under investigation. 
Guzman is on trial on drug 
and murder conspiracy 
charges that his lawyers say 
are fabricated. 

Del Castillo said work has 
prevented her from follow¬ 
ing the proceedingsclosely 
and she is "happy" not to 
be involved 

METOO BRINGS ON-SET 
CHANGES 

Lorraine Toussaint wel¬ 
comed the idea of intima¬ 
cy coaches on television 
and film sets, even if the 
actress wasn't quite sure 
what the job entails 
Informed that such coach¬ 
es help stage scenes of 
physical closeness that 
are respectful to the ac¬ 
tors, the 58-year-old star of 
NBC'supcoming series 'The 
Village" told the TV critics' 
meeting Tuesday that she 
was forced to be her own 
advocate when no one 
else wasaround. 

"I've been a bit of a Nazi 
about making sure that it's 
a closed set, and that in¬ 
cludes even sound," Tous¬ 
saint said. "It is highly cho¬ 
reographed. It is highly 
rehearsed. And then every¬ 
one hasto go away.'O 


Geoigia O'Keeffe Museum buys her'RitzTower 1 painting 


SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — The 

Georgia O'Keeffe Museum 
has purchased the Ameri¬ 
can artist's "Ritz Tower" 
painting, a rare work of her 
take on a New York sky¬ 
scraper, the museum an¬ 
nounced thisweek. 

Officials at the Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, museum said 
it bought the 1928 piece in 
Octoberfroma private col¬ 
lector but declined to say 
how much it cost. 

Last year, the museum sold 
three of the artist's lesser 
works for $19.5 million to 
add to its acquisition fund. 
The slender painting is one 
of O'Keeffe's rare depic¬ 


tions of skyscrapers in New 
York City. 

Throughout the 1920s, 
O'Keeffe lived in New York 
with her husband, photog- 
rapherAlfred Stieglitz. 
O'Keeffe created the im¬ 
age after her male peers 
discouraged her from 

painting New York sub¬ 
jects. 'The men decided 
they didn't want me to 
paint New York...They told 
me to 'leave New York to 
the men.' I was furious!" 
O'Keeffe said years later. 
Museum curator Ariel 

Plotek said the work fills a 
hole in its collection since 
O'Keeffe painted few New 


York skyscraper scenes 
"It is a dynamic, glamor¬ 
ous portrayal," Plotek said. 
'O'Keeffe effectively ren¬ 
dered the spirit of the city 
by making it a night scene 
teeming with energy. She 
used the bright punches of 
electric light, the soaring ar¬ 
chitecture, and the glow of 
the moon to great effect." 
Ritz Tower will be on view in 
the museum's galleries be¬ 
ginning on March 1. 
Wisconsin-bom O'Keeffe, 
known for her modernist 
and surreal images of the 
American Southwest, lived 
and painted for decades 
in Abiquiu, New Mexico.Q 



In this Oct 8,1970 file photo, Geoigia O'Keeffe stands nextto her 
oil paintings during a press review of 121 paintings, watercolois, 
and drawings on exhibit at the Whitney Museum of American 
Art in NewYoik. 

Associated Hess 
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Non-live Fox 'Rent is 'No day butyesleiday' 



This image released by Fox shows the cast of "Rent" Brandon Victor Dixon as lom Collins, Val¬ 
entina as Angel Dumont Schunard, Jordan Fisher as Maik Cohen, Mario as Benjamin Coffin III, 
Kieisey Clemons as Joanne Jefiieison, Vanessa Hudgens as Maureen Johnson, Brennin Hunt as 
Roger Davis and linashe asMimi Marquez, airing Sunday, Jan. 27 on Fox. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fox's live 
broadcast of the rockmusi- 
cal "Rent"had a chance to 
show off the flexibility and 
work ethic of Broadway in 
the face of a setback — 
and completely blew it. 

The musical about people 
living and dying in poverty 
with AIDS was unable to 
overcome a simple foot in¬ 
jury to one of its stars, scrap¬ 
ping the idea of going live 
and relying on prerecord¬ 
ed footage. 

Producers promised the 
show would go on but it 
really didn't. Ihe major¬ 
ity of the dress rehearsal 
from the night before was 
broadcast instead of really 
live.lhisisthe very opposite 
of the show's ethic "no day 
but today." 

The creators were unable 
to respond to Brennin Hunt's 
broken foot, even though 
examples from Broadway 
abound, including Andy 
Karl finishing a preview of 
'Groundhog Day" with the 
use of a cane in 2017 after 
tearing his anterior cruciate 
ligament. He was onstage 
when the show officially 
opened just 72 hours later. 
The decision Sunday left 


the "Rent" cast marooned 
on Stage 16onthe Foxlotin 
Los Angeles until the finale, 
a disastrous idea that right¬ 
fully incensed anyone who 
loves live theater. To be 
honest, even in rehearsal, 
the show lacked sustained 


sparks, despite an overen- 
thusiastic audience. 

The rock musical, byJ ona- 
than Larson and inspired 
by the Giacomo Puccini 
opera "La Boheme," cel¬ 
ebrates survival among 
the artists and homeless of 


New York's East Village in 
the early 1990s J a son Sher¬ 
wood's sets were messy, 
scaffolding-heavy spaces 
with little beauty, except 
the lovely Christmas tree 
made of recycled materi¬ 
als. Realistic snow fell, but 


the musical's gritty lan¬ 
guage wasexcised. 

Ihe show shared DNA with 
the original 1996 Broad¬ 
way production, including 
original director Michael 
Greifand original costume 
designer Angela Wendt. 
Original Broadway cast- 
members— including Idina 
Menzel, Anthony Rapp and 
Taye Diggs — also showed 
up fora rollicking reprise of 
'Seasons of Love," singing 
beside their successors, a 
very nice touch, 
linashe nailed an awe¬ 
some 'Out Tonight" and 
was a great Mimi Mar¬ 
quez, but Jordan Fisher 
initially seemed over¬ 
matched by playing Mark 
Cohen, though he rose to 
the occasion by the end. 
Hunt successfully lit live 
candles during rehearsal 
and showed ability to hit 
his marks despite his ban¬ 
daged foot while live but 
otherwise played his Roger 
with as much honesty as 
a hunky villain in a Disney 
Chanelteen show. 

Brandon Victor Dixon spar¬ 
kled as Tom Collins, proving 
again to be a supremely 
natural live performerO 
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Author gives 'J udgment a unique spin 



This cover image released by 
Dutton shows 'J udgement;" 
by J oseph Finder. 

Associated Press 

By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

'Judgment" (Dutton), by 
J oseph Finder 
A one-night stand be¬ 
comes a bigger mistake 
than she bangainsforwhen 


judge Juliana Brody hooks 
up with a man at a confer¬ 
ence in Chicago. 

Ihe next morning they go 
their separate ways, nev¬ 
er to speak of what hap¬ 
pened: at least that's what 
he promises. She arrives 
back home in Boston and 
her loving family with tons 
of guilt. 

She presides over a case 
that involves a worker ac¬ 
cusing her boss of sex dis¬ 
crimination. Brody prides 
herself on being fair as a 
judge, but that is about to 
change when a new de¬ 
fense attorney arrives and 
it's the man from the con¬ 
ference. 

In closed chambers, he 
informs her that their liai¬ 
son was taped, and if she 
doesn't rule in favor of the 
company, their video will 
be released and her ca- 
reerwill be ruined. 

When she demands the 
tape, he tells herthat his su¬ 


periors have it and are pull¬ 
ing the strings, not him. He, 
too, isa pawn inthisblack- 
mail scheme. 

Whoever is responsible for 
this entrapment doesn't 
know Brody well at all. She 
d ec id es to ta ke the fig ht to 
the source responsible for 
setting her up. She might 
have had a moment of stu¬ 
pidity and weakness, but is 
now literally trying to save 
her family and her reputa¬ 
tion. 

Affairs causing marital dis¬ 
cord and havoc are a 
frequent theme in thrillers. 
Finder takes these com¬ 
mon story elements and 
makes them appear to 
be fresh and new. Brody's 
plight may seem hopeless, 
but her strength and faith 
carry the day. 

Author Joseph Finder 
proves that what appears 
to be a simple idea can be 
elevated with great writing 
and powerful characters.^ 
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Linda Perry, pioneering producer, smashing through history 



In this J an. 23,2019 photo, Linda Perry poses fora portrait at her studio in los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK <AP) — Linda 
Perry didn't originally set 
out to be a music produc¬ 
er, but the singer who was 
focused on writing lyrics 
would hear noises in her 
head. 

She couldn'tdescribe it, but 
she knew what she wanted 
a song to sound like, and 
maybe more importantly, 
what she didn't want the 
song to sound like. 

"When 4 Non Blondes was 
recording that first record, 
all I knew is that I didn't 
like the way it sounded. I 
couldn't vocalize what it 
was because I wasn't ex¬ 
perienced enough," she 
said of her band, which re¬ 
leased its debut album in 
1992. 'Then I kept trying to 
tell the producer, 'I don't like 
the way my voice sounds. I 
don't like the way the gui¬ 
tar sounds. It all sounds too 
clean.' He would constant¬ 
ly say, 'Can't you just go be 
a singer? Don't worry, let 
me do this'" 

That didn't sit well with her. 
So the ambitious musician 
took matters into her own 
hands — heading to the 
studio to re-work a little 
song called 'What'sUp?"to 
her liking. 

'We had one reel of tape," 
she said. 'We had no more 
moneyforbudget. So I went 
in there with the engineer 
and I don't know anything 
about what I'm doing. I just 
started dialing in sounds, 
moving microphones, do¬ 
ing drum sounds. I just 
was a natural. I took total 
charge. The engineer was 
like, 'Well, I thought you've 
never done this before.' I 
go, 'I haven't.' But I said, 'I 
hear what I want to hear.'" 
That'swhen Linda Perry, the 
producer, wasbom. 

"I was like, 'No one's ever 
going to tell me to go be 
a singer ever again.' I'm 
never going to allow that 
to ever happen," she said. 
Fastforward nearly30years 
later, and Perry isone of the 
most respected creators in 
the music industry. 'What's 
Up?," the 4 Non Blondes 
international hit now con¬ 
sidered a classic, is regu¬ 
larly covered at concerts 
today; Perry has produced 
music for acts such as Ali¬ 


cia Keys, Adele, Gwen Ste¬ 
fa ni, J ames Blunt, Courtney 
Love and more; and she's 
launched multiple record 
labels and even had a TV 
show focused on discover¬ 
ing musicians 

And the magic she creat¬ 
ed with Christina Aguilera 
and Pink in the early 2000s 
came at pivotal moments 
in their young careers as 
the bubble gum pop stars 
tried to expand from the 
sound of their debut al¬ 
bums. They were extremely 
successful, thanks in part to 
Perry. 

Perry, 53, hit a new height 
this year when she earned 
her first-ever nomination 
for non-classical producer 
of the yea rat the Grammy 
Awards — becoming just 
the ninth female to earn 
a nomination in the cat¬ 
egory in the organization's 
61-year history, and the first 
woman nominated for the 
prize in 15 years. The last 
woman up for the award 
was Lauren Christy when 
the production trio The 
Matrix, behind hits for Avril 
Lavinge, was nominated 
at the 2004 Grammys The 


last time solo females were 
nominated was 20 years 
ago when both Lauryn Hill 
and Sheryl Crow were pro- 
ducerofthe yearcontend- 
ersatthe 1999 Grammys. 

"I kind of knew I would get 
the nom because I just did 
a good body of work, and 
why wouldn't I? But then 
it crosses your mind like, 
'Oh, wait a minute, women 
haven't... aren't ...it's not 
really a thing for women 
to get nominated for this,"' 
Perry said. "It's a flip-flop of 
emotions." 

Perry's competition in¬ 
cludes two-time producer 
of the year winner Phanell 
Williams; Kanye West, who 
produced five albums last 
year including two of his 
own; Larry Klein, who also 
produced five albums last 
yearfrom the jazz, pop and 
folk genres; and Boi-lda, 
who co-produced Drake's 
'God's Plan" and worked 
on songs for Eminem and 
Kendrick Lamar. 

If Perry wins, she would be 
the first woman to do so. 
But the Songwriter Hall of 
Famer isn't concerned with 
making history or rectify¬ 


ing what happened in the 
past — she wants to focus 
on what's happening right 
now, and the future. 

'We're never going to go 
backward from here — be¬ 
lieve me," she said. "It's go¬ 
ing to happen again next 
year because I'm going to 
be nominated next year 
because my body of work 
is (expletive) awesome. 
...There is going to be a 
crime happening if I'm not 
nominated next year." 

"It's not in the 'why?' any¬ 
more," she added. 'We've 
spent so many years in the 
'why.'I just want to be in the 
now. Right now there are 
some (expletive) amazing 
things going on and wom¬ 
en are leading the way." 
Songwriter extraordinaire 
Diane Warren called Perry's 
nomination "great; good 
forher,"butadded: "It'ssad 
that there aren't a lot more 
women nominated." 

Perry's work that helped 
her land the nomination 
includes the soundtrack 
for "Serve Like Girl," a doc¬ 
umentary about female 
veterans transitioning to 
regular life. Perry produced 


each of the 13 songs, fea¬ 
turing Pink, Pat Benatar, 
Aguilera and others, and 
also served as a producer 
on the film. Perry also pro¬ 
duced the sophomore al¬ 
bum from rock band Doro¬ 
thy, as well as singer Willa 
Amai's cover of Daft Punk's 
"Harder Better Faster Stron¬ 
ger." Both Dorothy and 
Amai are signed to Perry's 
company, We Are Hear, 
also home to Natasha Be- 
dingfield, Angel Haze and 
more. 

And Perry's already worked 
on materia I to help heream 
a nomination at the 2020 
Grammys: She produced 
about half of the "Dumplin"' 
soundtrack, released after 
this year's Grammy eligibili¬ 
ty. She, alongside Dolly Par- 
ton, earned Golden Globe 
and CriticsChoice nomina¬ 
tions for the film's song, 'Girl 
in the Movies." 

When asked why there 
aren't as many popular fe¬ 
male producers in music, 
Perry had several theories 
The base of her thoughts: 
'There'sa whole otherstress 
that goes on women than 
men have to deal with," 
she said. "Maybe women 
just don't want to deal with 
that." 

Another theory was that 
some women who write 
songsjustdon'twantto pro¬ 
duce, like Warren, a Gram¬ 
my- and Golden Globe- 
winner. "It is not my thing. I 
don't wantto sit there in the 
studio and go over drum 
soundsand collect vocals," 
Warren said. "I like to come 
in when it'sdone and when 
it's happening, and watch 
someone else do it." 

Perry also said a woman's 
look can play into whether 
o r how she na vig a tes in the 
world of music producing. 
"Listen, you don't meet 
me and think you're go¬ 
ing to be able to pull one 
over my eyes, or boss me 
around or manipulate me, 
or try to intimidate me. It's 
actually very opposite. And 
when you meet me, you al¬ 
ready know that. I have a 
very masculine approach 
already. I'm pretty aggres¬ 
sive," she said. "Some hot 
chick that wants to be a 
producer, she's going to 
have more problems than 
me.'Q 
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Some journalists wonder if their profession is tweet-crazy 



In this Jan. 13, 2016, file photo. Icons for Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and Pinterest are displayed 
on a window in New York. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID BAUDER 

NEW YORK (AP) — If Twitter 
is the town square for jour¬ 
nalists, some are ready to 
step away. That's happen¬ 
ing this week at the online 
newssite Insider— by order 
of the boss. Reporters have 
been told to take a week 
off from tweeting at work 
and to keep TweetDeckoff 
theircomputerscreens The 
idea of disengaging is to 
kick away a crutch for the 
joumalistsand escape from 
the echo chamber, said 
J ulie Zeveloff West, Insider's 
editor-in-chief for the U.S. 
Addiction to always-rolling 
Twitterfeedsand the temp¬ 
tation to join in has led to 
soul-searching in news¬ 
rooms. Some of it is inspired 
by the reaction to the J an. 
19 demonstration in Wash¬ 
ington involving students 
from a Covington, Ken¬ 
tucky, high school, which 
gained traction as a story 
primarily because of social 
media outrage only to be¬ 
come more complicated 
asdifferentdetailsand per¬ 
spectives e me rg ed. 
Planning for Insider's ban 
predated the Covington 
story, West said. 

She often walksthrough her 
newsrooms to find report¬ 
ers staring at TweetDeck. 
Her goal is to encourage 
reporters to find news in 
other ways, by picking up 
the telephone or meet¬ 
ing sources. An editor will 
make sure no news is being 
missed. 

Twitter "isn't the place 
where most people find us," 
she said. "Reporters place 
thisoutsized importance on 
it." 

The Washington Post's Da¬ 
vid Von Drehle called Twit¬ 
ter the "crystal meth of 
newsrooms." He dates his 
moment of disillusionment 
to the Republican national 
convention in 2012. In the 
section reserved for re¬ 
porters, he noticed many 
watching TweetDeck 
feeds instead of listening to 
speeches from the podium 
orstepping away to talk to 
delegates. 

'Twitter offers an endless 
stream of faux events," Von 
Drehle wrote in a column 
this past weekend. "Fleet¬ 
ing sensations, momentary 
outrages, ersatz insights 


and provocative distor¬ 
tions. 'News' nuggets roll 
by like the chocolates on 
Luc y's c o nveye r b e It." 

Since Twitter is irresistible 
to journalists who have the 
smart-aleck gene — prob¬ 
ably the majority — a news¬ 
room quip or instant obser¬ 
vation is now writ large. 

The Covington story 
uniquely played to Twitter's 
faults Early video that de¬ 
picted Covington student 
Nick Sandmann staring 
down Native American ac¬ 
tivist Nathan Phillips spread 
rapidly a cross social media 
and manypeople rushed to 
offer their takes An event 
that may have otherwise 


gone unnoticed instantly 
became a story by virtue of 
its existence online. 

Yet when a wider picture 
emerged of what hap¬ 
pened, in some respects 
quite literally from the view 
of a wider camera lens, a 
story that seemed black 
and white became gray. 
Some of the early opinions 
became embarrassing and 
were quietly deleted. But 
since there's no such thing 
as a quiet deletion when 
people are watching on¬ 
line, the incident became 
fodder for another out¬ 
break of partisan warfare. 
The episode led Farhad 
Manjoo,a columnistforThe 


New York Times, to declare 
Twitter 'the world's most 
damaging social network." 
In a column, he said he 
plans to stifle the urge to 
quickly type his opinion 
on every news event and 
suggested others follow his 
lead. Between mistakes 
and overly provocative 
opinions, too much can go 
wrong forjoumalistsonTwit¬ 
ter, he said in an interview. 
"In order to be good on 
Twitter, you have to be au¬ 
thentic," he said. "But au¬ 
thenticity is a Iso dangerous. 
It leadspeople to make as- 
sumptionsaboutyou. Itcan 
go bad in different ways" 
Perhaps it's inevitable at a 


time that Twitter needs to 
be constantly monitored 
because it is one of the 
president of the United 
States' favorite forms of 
communications, but Man- 
joo said too often report¬ 
ers spend more time in the 
virtual world than the real 
one. 

'The way the media works 
now, we've just gone over¬ 
board on Twitter,"he said. 
Days after Covington, 
some news outlets proved 
his point by writing stories 
about NBC 'Today" show 
host Savannah Guthrie's 
interview with Sandmann 
that were nothing but col¬ 
lections of Twitter com¬ 
ments about how she did. 
Some tweeters thought 
Guthrie was too hard on 
him. Some thought she was 
too soft. Simply by nature of 
the forum, few who thought 
it was just right bothered 
posting. 

Media experts wary of Twit¬ 
ter quitters said a distinction 
between the platform and 
how people use it should 
not be lost. 

"I really don't think it's so 
hard to avoid commenting 
on a moving story when the 
facts are not clear," said 
J ay Rosen, a New York Uni¬ 
versity journalism professor. 
Leaving Twitter means cut¬ 
ting off a valuable news 
source since many news¬ 
makers use the venue to 
make announcements, he 
said. It's also an equalizer 
in giving access to a virtu¬ 
al town square to people 
who might otherwise be 
overlooked, said newscon- 
sultantj effj arvis 
'journalists should be 
looking for every possible 
means to listen better to 
the public," Jarvis said. "If 
you cut yourself off, it's ri¬ 
diculous." 

Some have done that, or 
tried. Manjoo's colleague 
at The Times, White House 
correspondent Maggie 
Haberman, wrote last July 
about how she was step¬ 
ping back from Twitter af¬ 
ter nearly nine years and 
187,000 tweets 
'The viciousness, toxic par¬ 
tisan anger, intellectual 
dishonesty, motive-ques¬ 
tioning and sexism are at 
all-time highs, with no end 
in sight," she wrote. □ 



This April 26, 2017, file photo shows the Twitter app icon on a mobile phone in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 








